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FADE | N:
THE AMAZON RI VER

SUPER: " OBI DOS, BRAZIL 1979"

An ol d boat chugs upstream past WOODEN SHACKS on stilts |ining
the river at the edge of the jungle.

I NT. SHOP - WOODEN SHACK - DAY

A fat Brazilian SHOPKEEPER sweats and swats flies. Follows
t he novenents of a white tourist perusing his shop..

A M DDLE- AGED WOVAN carryi ng a knapsack slung from her
shoul der, a Canadi an maple |l eaf stitched onto its side.

She stops by a shelf filled with insects in containers.
Takes one in hand and studies it. Approaches the counter.

M DDLE- AGED WOVAN
This will do.

The fat shopkeeper smacks a fly and stares.
CUT TO
AN AZUL A330 I N FLI GHT

The brightly colored Brazilian airliner soaring over an array
of cotton ball clouds.

EXT. URANIUM CI TY - CANADA - DAY

Dense white fog wafts by. Cearing to unveil a sign spanning
a FOREST ROAD: "URANIUM CI TY WELCOMES YQU'.

The renote Canadian mning town faintly visible through the
m st at the end of the unpaved road.

We hear MJSI C approaching: "W are famly! | got all ny
sisters with ne. W are famly! Get up everybody and sing!"

The SONG BLARING froma old Ford pickup that comes boundi ng
down the road with suitcases in the bed.

It passes under the sign and putters away.
| NT. OLD FORD - DAY

The m ddl e-aged woman drives al ong bobbing her head to Sister
Sl edge's disco hit.



M DDLE- AGED WOVAN
(really into it)
"W are fami-ly!... | got all ny
sisters with ne. W are fami-ly!..."

OLD FORD - TRAVELI NG

Up a slope along the rimof an abandoned URANIUM M NE: a
mle-wde scar in the land with a BLUE POND at its base.

AT THE POND EDCE - | N THE SHALLOWS

Radi oactive waste barrels entonbed in the nud, |eaking streans
of green and yel | ow ooze.

EXT. WOODS - DAY

The song ends as the truck enters a small clearing in the
woods. Stops near a battered '54 Kozy Coach nobil e hone
flat to the ground, ensconced in the trees and undergrow h.
| NT. TRAILER - DAY

M ddl e-aged wonman sits at a table and opens a package. Takes
a plastic container froma box and views a queen ant inside.

M DDLE- AGED WOVAN
Your Hi ghness, wel cone.

She threads her way past the suitcases to a row of terrariuns
housi ng exotic queen ants. Stick-on |abels read:

"Dorylus gribodoi (Driver Ant, Ghana)"

"Qdont omachus bauri (Junper Ant, Costa Rica)"
"Canponat us saundersi (Exploding Ant, Ml aysia)"

She puts the queen in a terrarium Attaches a | abel:
"Sol enopsis invicta (Fire Ant, Brazil)"

EXT. TRAILER - TWLI GHT

The woman sits outside snoking a massive joint, savoring the
beauty of her private patch of w |l derness.

Sparrows in the grass. Crickets TRILLING A SCREECH NG ow
bursting fromthe trees at the edge of the clearing.

She pops a Twinkie in her nouth froma pile of snacks on a
tabl e beside her. Suddenly notices the CRI CKETS HAVE STOPPED,

She | ooks around, curious, when all at once the sparrows fly
off and a deep silence falls over the woods.



M DDLE- AGED WOVAN
ow

The woman bolts up and knocks an ANT THE SI ZE OF A MATCHBOX
of f her hand. Brushes two nore from her pants.

A strange SQUEALI NG SOUND rolls toward her fromout of the
trees. She peers through the dimlight and SEES..

The grass in front of her honme QU VERI NG WTH MOVEMENT.
She stares at the undul ating ground in utter astonishment.

M DDLE- AGED WOVAN ( CONT' D)
(breaths out)
Jesus, no.

She runs back to her hone. Stunbles through the front door
and grabs a shotgun above the door. SCREAMS and falls to
the floor, the shotgun | andi ng besi de her.

VI EANED FROM A DI STANCE

A black mass, like a tide of oil, engulfs the RV.

M DDLE- AGED WOVAN

crawls along the floor in agony, ants all over her. She grabs
t he shotgun as a | anp sparks and the |lights go out and
everyt hi ng goes BLACK..

Through the dark..

M DDLE- AGED WOVAN ( CONT' D)
Ch, God... Cod...

Then a THUNDEROUS BANG fol | owed by silence. W hold on the
BLACK SCREEN. .. hear HEAVY BREATHI NG ..

SMASH CUT TO
DR. JENNI FER JACKSON "JEN' (25) - (PRESENT DAY)

raci ng through a SERIES OF GOVERNMENT OFFI CES past frenetic
officials and staff clearing out desks, conputer files, etc.

She runs by a TV on CNN
ON THE TELEVI SI ON

A map of the United States with a shaded area extending from
central Canada down to Texas and as far east as Virginia.



ANDERSON COCPER (V. Q)
...CNN can now confirmthat nost of
the M dwest has been conpletely
overrun and now the entire eastern
seaboard is threatened. Washington
D.C. and the seat of governnent are
currently being evacuated wth..

THE BROADCAST CUTS TO
THE USS NI M TZ

ANDERSON COOPER on deck, an F-14 Tontat |anding behind him

ANDERSON COOPER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
...President C enens expected to
arrive here on the Nmtz within the
hour. Secretary of Defense Baird--

Pl CKUP JEN

Rushi ng dowmn a HALL. Bursting through a door into an..

OVAL OFFI CE - THE OVAL OFFI CE

Quiet as a tonb. Jen stands over the Great Seal on the rug.
Breat hes and thinks. Dashes fromthe room

Down a CORRIDOR toward a cluster of SECRET SERVI CE AGENTS
guarding an exit to the SOUTH LAWN where the PRESI DENT is
bei ng escorted to MARI NE ONE

She reaches the agents. Flashes a badge. Tries to pass.

SECRET SERVI CE AGENT 1
(grabs her)
Sorry, ma'am that's as far as you go.

JEN
| have to see the President!

A SENI OR AGENT steps up

SENI OR AGENT

|"msorry, Dr. Jackson, that's
i npossi ble. The President is-

JEN
Listen to ne! | don't have tinme to
explain, but I have to speak to the
President! Onh, for God's sake, you
know who | aml  Why |I'm here! Now
stop wasting tinme and take ne to the
President! NOW



5.

Seni or Agent thinks and decides. Rushes her out onto the
SOQUTH LAWN to a barrier of Marine guards.

SENI OR AGENT
(shouts over the
hel i copter)
VWit here!

He runs to the President who has just entered MARI NE ONE
Speaks to her under the HURRI CANE W NDS of the bl ades.

PRESI DENT HELEN CLEMENS (69) | ooks back at Jen. Apparently
knows her. Locks eyes and gives her a cold hard stare.

HOLD ON JEN

Her bol d unwavering eyes.
MATCH CUT TGO
JEN

in her quaint APARTMENT, eyes staring. Tucked up on her
couch in nmorning dishabille, drinking coffee, |ooking at

a PHOTO on the wall of a six-year-old girl standing with a
woman beside a train. A small suitcase in the girl's hand.

Jen studies the scene, renenbering. Looks around the
perfectly silent room

D pl omas and awards on the wall. FLASHES OF WORDS: HARVARD -
ENTOMOLOGY - SUMVA CUM LAUDE and PRI NCETON give clues to her
consi der abl e acconpl i shnents.

A tournament photo of Jen, a black belt in jujitsu, throw ng
a man over her shoul der.

Next to it, an idyllic poster of "Tahiti": |ooks |like a portal
to paradise. Belowit...

Aterrariumw th two Mongolian gerbils. Cute little guys
who resenble mce. Heads popping out of a nest of confetti.

Jen opens the lid. Feeds them sunflower seeds.
JEN
Good norning... Al right, Mdane
Curie, cut it out. Share with your
husband.

She puts an enpty egg carton in with them



JEN ( CONT' D)
Here, help save the world, renode
your house.

The two gerbils attack it with their teeth, adding the filings
to the nound of shredded cardboard that conprises their nest.

Jen picks up mail froma tabletop. Flips through it: Letters
fromOXFORD... MT. A third from NATURE nagazi ne.

She drops the Oxford and MT letters in a waste basket.
Opens the one from Nature - a receipt for a published article.

Jen checks her iPhone, an online account designated "TAHI Ti
FUND'. The recent deposit. Notes her new bal ance: $241, 000.

She checks the tinme on her phone: 7:40.
Wal ks down a hallway toward a bedroom

At the open door she reaches up and grabs hold of a pull-up
bar. Does a quick leg raise - effortlessly touching her
pointed toes to the bar froma dead hang.

She drops lightly to her feet and steps into the BEDROOM
where she finds a beautiful H SPANI C GUY sl eeping face down
on the bed.

Jen pauses to admre his perfect back, the shining brown
contours of his nuscul ar body.

She slides a manicured nail gently up the sole of his foot.

JEN ( CONT' D)
C nmon, |over, better get up. Tine
to go.

The man groans inaudi bly under the sheets. Jen wal ks over
and throws open a curtain.

CLOSE ON a tattoo on Jen's upper arm - the Japanese Kanji
synbol for speed. She gets dressed - jeans, a blouse. Puts
on a colorful notorcycle jacket and pulls up a zipper.

EXT. HALLWAY - JEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Jen and Hispanic GQuy pass a nei ghbor's door where LOUD DI SCO
MJSI C plays. Jen bangs on it with her fist as she wal ks by.

JEN
Turn it down, Toby! People are
sl eepi ng!

The door pops open and a white guy (50) with a rai nbow afro
steps out wearing a velour shirt and Speedo underwear.



TOBY
This is Anerical Don't tell me what
to do! | can do what | want!

Jen, at the elevator, just shakes her head and steps inside.
VOOOOVMVMM ! The roar of a Suzuki Bandit 1250S notorcycle
starting up takes us to

An UNDERGROUND GARACE where Jen revs up the bike.

Pulls out onto the STREET with Hi spanic Guy hol ding her from
behi nd her. Peels out and pops a wheely.

EXT. STREETS - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY
Jen weaves the bike expertly through early norning traffic.
JEN

(over her shoul der)
Where do you live?

H SPANI C GUY
Just drop ne back at the bar. 1've
got the day-shift today. | start in

an hour.
EXT. BAR - DAY

Jen turns onto a street in a comercial district. Br akes
bef ore a nei ghbor hood bar.

Hi spani c Guy hops off the bike.
HI SPANI C GUY
You' re a dangerous |ady. You know
that?. ..
(cracks a sexy smle)
Am | gonna' see you agai n?
Jen gives hima kiss.

JEN
Not 1ikely.

She rides away. Leaves the guy staring after her wondering
what just hit him

H SPANI C GUY
(mutters ruefully)
Shit.
EXT. STREETS - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY

Jen rides down an avenue toward the Washi ngton Monunent.



EXT. MJUSEUM COF NATURAL HI STORY - SM THSONI AN - DAY

Crui ses past the entrance to the nmuseum where col orful banners
hang fromthe front colums. One reads: "AMAZI NG ANTS!"

I NT. EXH BIT HALL - SM THSONI AN - DAY
The enl arged frightful face of a leaf-cutter ant on a screen.

JEN (O S.)
Now t here's a handsonme fell ow

STUDENTS | augh, watching a slide show hosted by Jen.

JEN ( CONT' D)
And this is his hone...

NEXT SLIDE: An ant nest excavation twenty feet deep, fifty
feet wwde - scientists and | aborers working all around it.

JEN ( CONT' D)
... Anest in Brazil. Sone scientist
had the clever idea of pouring cenent
into it to forma cast. Wat you're
| ooking at is the excavation. Al
t hose tubes you see are tunnels
connecting the different chanbers.
The whole thing is nore conpl ex than
New York City's subway system And
t he amount of dirt renoved and sheer
scal e of the construction is
equi val ent to humans buil ding the
Geat Wall of China. Only these
ants did this in a matter of weeks.

ANOTHER SLI DE shows a graph representing the tineline of
ants, dinosaurs, man.

JEN ( CONT' D)
And ants have been making these
amazing structures for nearly a
hundred and thirty mllion years.
(to a LITTLE G RL)
Wi ch neans they were here | ong before
t he di nosaurs.

NEXT SLIDE: a map show ng figures of ants on all continents
but Antarcti ca.

JEN (CONT' D)
And you' Il find our little friends
on continents and islands all over
the worl d, except Antarcti ca.



LI TTLE G RL
Then why do they call it Ant-arctica?

Laughter. Lights up. Slides off. Jen puts away her notes
and slides her laptop into her bag.

JEN
Al'l right kids, that concludes the
show. | hope you all enjoyed it.

For anyone interested |I'm hosting a
Reddit AMA on ant pheronones tonorrow
at one. And I'll be here for a few
nore mnutes if you have any
guestions. O herw se, please follow
your teachers into the next hal

where you can | earn nore about our
"Amazi ng Ants".

Most of the kids file out, but a few teenagers hang around.
SMART d RL

Dr. Jackson, ny science teacher says
that it's ants and not humans who really

domnate the Earth. |Is that true?
JEN

Yeah, in a way. They outnunber us a

mllion to one. And in evolutionary

terms there's sinply no conparison

ants are a far nore successful species
than humans. So you could say it's
ants who really have supremacy over the
Earth; but it's on a whole other |evel.

SMART d RL
But could they ever really take over?

JEN
Fromtheir point of view they already
have. But they're no threat to us
because of our vast difference in
size. Frankly, we humans are nore a
threat to oursel ves.

SMART BOY
You nean gl obal warm ng?

JEN
Anmong ot her t hings.

COOL KI D
| don't think we're so bad for the
environnent. W build dans, plant
trees, cultivate herbs.

( MORE)
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COOL KI D (CONT' D)
(over snickering)

Besides, | think global warmng's
overr at ed.

JEN
Does your science teacher agree with
t hat ?

COOL KI D

No, but ny dad does.
More | aughter.

JEN
Well, leaving the facts of gl obal
warm ng for another day, consider
this: So far science has only been
able to identify about ten percent
of the world's species. The other
ninety percent of plants, aninmals
and m cro-organi sns are unknown to
us. And yet for the last hundred
years we've been destroying that
bi odi versity at an incredible rate,
putting one fourth of the world's
species into extinction. Mny before
we even know they exist. W may be
the suprene rulers of planet Earth
but as far as other species are
concerned they'd be a |ot safer if
it were the ants.

Jen heads for an exit with the group of kids shadow ng her
out. A loud cry of Hajinme! (Begin!) carries us to a..

MARTI AL ARTS DQJO

Where Jen stands alone in the mddle of the mat. Legs
pl anted. Hands on hips. Eyes focused straight ahead.
Streans of perspiration trickling down her cheeks.

From out of nowhere nmale and femal e students, all black and
brown belts, cone at her one at a tine.

Jen's skills are fluid and lethal... using Nage... ku...
and Shinnin techni ques she puts all comers on the mat.

An audi ence of students kneeling on one side of the dojo
wat ches the exhibition.

When it's over and her |ast opponent takes a fall, the
students appl aud and the sensei, a wonan in her sixties at
the head of the class, nods in approval at Jen.
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Jen bows respectfully to her sensei between breaths.
EXT. DQJO - DUSK

Jen | eaves the dojo in street clothes holding a gym bag.

Wal ks down the street to her notorcycle. Suddenly a bl ack
Subur ban whi ps around a corner and stops. Two nen in suits
step out: Honeland Security AGENTS W LSON and EDWARDS.

AGENT W LSON
Dr. Jennifer Jackson?

Jen takes the measure of the serious nen bl ocking her path.

JEN
Yeah. Who wants to know?

AGENT W LSON
(flashing a badge)
"' magent WIson; ny partner, agent
Edwards. We're with Honel and
Security. W need you to conme with
us, right away.

JEN
What ?. .. Look, |I'm not going anywhere
with you. [I'mon ny way hone.

The col d hard stares of the agents say otherw se.

JEN ( CONT' D)
VWat's this all about?

EXT. ANDREWS AFB - NI GHT

The bl ack Suburban speeds across the tarmac. Stops before a
bui |l di ng beside a hangar. In the pale glow of the outdoor
lights the two agents get out and escort Jen inside.

I NT. OFFI CE - ANDREWS AFB - SAME

Secretary of Honmel and Security ARLI NGTON ADAMS stands at a
wi ndow wat chi ng Jen approach. Adans is a big man, worl d-
weary and inposing. A wise old bear in a dull suit.

Next to himin a wheelchair is DR PAUL TOLAN (70). Dr.
Tolan is African-Anmerican, thin and frail, but wth enough
intellectual energy to power a city.

SECRETARY ADANS
She | ooks awful |y young.

DR. TOLAN
| wouldn't have asked for her if she
couldn't do the job
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SECRETARY ADANS
(reads a file)
She got a PHD at ei ghteen?

DR, TOLAN
Yep.

SECRETARY ADANMS
So she's snart.

DR. TOLAN
| f she were a physicist, she'd be an
Ei nstein. Smart enough?

SECRETARY ADAMS
| don't know, Paul. W goes from
being a full professor at Princeton
to a docent at the Sm thsoni an?
Who' s she hiding fron?

DR, TOLAN
Ever yone.

Adans shares a neaningful ook with Dr. Tolan. Turns to go.

SECRETARY ADAMS
Well, you comn'?

DR. TOLAN

You go ahead. 1'Ill be in.
(hands hima box)
Put the hook in first.

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM - ANDREWS AFB - CONTI NUQUS
Jen sits alone at a table in the sterile room waiting.

Adans wal ks in holding the box. Wth himis COLONEL AARON
WEBER who carries a laptop. Aaron's in his thirties, handsone
and powerfully built. A man of sly hunor and grand
experience. Soneone born to conmand.

SECRETARY ADAMS
Dr. Jackson, sorry to keep you
wai ting. ..
(taking a seat)
|"m Arlington Adans, Secretary of
Honel and Security. This is Col onel
Aaron Weber, ny associ ate.

AARON
(with a nod)
Doct or .
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JEN
|"mnmeeting with the Secretary? How
serious is this?

SECRETARY ADAMS
We don't know yet. That's why you're here.

JEN
Those polite gentl enen who picked ne
up said it was inperative | cone
here i medi ately, but couldn't say
why. Now what coul d you possibly
want with me? And why all the rush?

Adans slides over the box he has placed on the table.

SECRETARY ADANMS
Take a | ook at that.

Jen opens the box and she is thunderstruck by what she sees.

JEN
(softly)
Ch, ny god.

In the box is a dead TEN-I NCH ANT. Jen reaches for it.

AARON
| wouldn't do that.
(of f her I oo0k)
It's slightly radioactive. |It's not
dangerous, but you shouldn't handle
it wthout gloves.

Jen's astonishment is quickly eclipsed by bursting excitenent.

JEN
Where'd you find it? This is
incredible! Are there others?

SECRETARY ADAMS
Dr. Jackson, that's precisely what
we're afraid of.

A new reality dawns on Jen

JEN
(voice trailing off)
| see. A colony of such ants..

SECRETARY ADAMS
It was found in a Chi pewan vill age
i n Northern Saskat chewan.

He | ooks to Aaron who pulls up a map on the | aptop.
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AARON

(showi ng Jen)
Here, up around UraniumCty and
Lake At habasca. Two such vill ages
and a truck stop have been attacked
with virtually no trace of the people
| eft behind. The only body found
was this woman who hung hersel f.

Aaron pulls up a photograph of a body hanging froma ceiling
with nost of the flesh stripped off the bone.

Jen stares at the horrific inmage.

SECRETARY ADANS
|"mhandling this directly because we
don't want a word of it getting out.
There's not a departnent in Washi ngton
that doesn't leak like a sieve and
the last thing we need is to start a
goddamm panic. You're here to |lead
an investigation, if you're wlling.
You'l | be working with Canadi an
authorities of course, but | want ny
own personnel on the ground.

JEN
VWhy' s that?

DR. TOLAN (O. S.)
Because we believe the colony is
nmovi ng sout h.

Jen turns to Doctor Tolan entering the roomin his wheelchair.
By the | ook on her face she would rather it were the ants.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
Judging fromthe timng and vector
of the attacks, they could be across
the border into North Dakota in a
matt er of days.

He wheel s up besi de her.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
Hel | o, Jen.

JEN
(rather cool)
Paul .

SECRETARY ADANS
Your ah... nentor here, wanted to go
himsel f, but | wouldn't hear of it.

( MORE)



SECRETARY ADAMS ( CONT' D)
And when the worl d's forenost
authority on ants gives you a
recommendation, well...

JEN
(to Dr. Tol an)
Now you' re reconmendi ng ne? That's
a swtch.

Dr. Tolan takes the sharp remark wi t hout comment.

JEN ( CONT' D)
(1 ooks at the ant)
How d you get the specinen?

SECRETARY ADANS
Canadi an officials sent it to us.
To get our attention | suppose.
(adds ironically)
. woul dn't have believed them
ot herw se.

DR TOLAN

Apparently their top myrnecol ogi sts
are unavail able. Professor Carrington
i s sonewhere in Borneo, and Jacob
Barnhardt is laid up wth pneunoni a.
So they've turned to ne. And |, for
obvi ous reasons. .

(taps the wheel chair)
... have recomended you.

JEN
(re. wheel chair)
When did this happen?

DR TOLAN
Renmenber that helicopter | buzzed
around in on weekends? Finally put
it into a tree

15.

nentor's

Jen weighs it all: the incredible ant, her forner
i nvol venent, the anxious faces of the nen before her.
JEN
No, thank you. 1'Ill pass.

Adans | ooks at Dr. Tolan in disbelief.

AARON
Ma'am ['l1 be | eading a highly-
trained security team assigned to
protect you. You won't be in any
danger.
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JEN
How gal | ant of you, Col onel.

She | ooks at Dr. Tolan and Director Adans.

JEN (CONT' D)
| s there anything el se?

Secretary Adans turns to Dr. Tolan for help.

DR. TOLAN
G ve us a mnute.

Secretary Adans and Aaron | eave the room Before he goes
Aaron studies Jen with a respectful gaze - inpressed by her
courage to stand her ground.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
| hope this decision has nothing to
do with ne.

JEN
It doesn't.

DR TOLAN
Then why?

JEN

' m not interested.

DR. TOLAN
The hell you're not.

Jen thinks. Pulls the box closer. Looks again at the ant.

JEN
(hunor ousl y)
| get a teanf

DR. TOLAN
There is a significant el enent of
danger in this.

JEN
You don't say.

Jen handl es t he box.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Radi oacti ve, huh?

DR. TOLAN
(nods)
Umn hmm
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JEN
VWat's init for ne? | can't afford
to be of f work.
DR TOLAN
VWhat' Il it take?
JEN
Ten grand.
DR TOLAN
Al right.
JEN
A week.
DR TOLAN
Still workin' on the Tahiti fund?
JEN

Hal f way t here.

DR. TOLAN
You know, Jen, there are a nunber of
peopl e who live in Tahiti.

JEN
Not that many. And they speak French.
| don't.

A PROPELLER BUZZES TO LI FE

A green C- 145A Skytruck powers up on the tarnmac.
EXT. Cl45-A - ANDREWS AFB - NI GHT

Jen and Aaron approach the plane. Shouting to one another
over the BLARE OF THE ENG NES.

JEN
So what do | call you, Col onel Wber?
Sir? Geat Lord Protector?

AARON
Aaron will do, Doctor Jackson

JEN
It's Jen, please. O we're not on
speaki ng terns.
They clinb the short airstair and enter the plane.
EXT. ANDREWS AFB - NI GHT

The big green albatross of an aircraft takes off.
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EXT. SKIES OVER AMERI CA - N GHT
Soars over a black | andscape sprinkled with |ights.
| NT. SKYTRUCK - MOVI NG

Up the aisle between rows with four seats. Qur first | ook
at Aaron's team a young, nultiracial group in fatigues.

In the very back of the plane sits CAPTAIN VIRG NI A "Ad NGER'
CAMPCS reading a report by hersel f.

STAFF SGI. ANG CHUN sits across the aisle studying her with
admring eyes. dnger feels it and side-glances at the
handsone Chi nese-Anerican. Smles coyly and turns away.

I N THE NEXT ROW - PRI VATE BOBBY " STYX' ROBERTSON grooves to
a tune on his i Phone. Tapping out the beat on his arnrest.

CORPORAL LI NUS "MARBLES' EKMARK dozes beside him The big
Swede drops a nassive paw over Styx's black hand.

MARBLES
(eyes cl osed, drowsy)
| can feel that.

Styx renoves the big hand. Wits. Starts tapping his foot.

AHEAD OF THEM - | N SEATS JUST OQUTSI DE THE FLI GHT DECK - are
SPECI ALI STS 1 UDS TURNER and LARRY LAXALT. Turner and Laxalt
sit as far fromeach other as they possibly can.

Turner drinks coffee froma styrofoamcup. A Confederate
flag tattooed on the inside of his wist.

Laxalt flips through a Sports Illustrated. Looks briefly at
an ad wth a handsone nman. Laxalt |ooks, and is, the nost
macho man on the plane. He just happens also to be gay.

ON THE FLI GHT DECK

Aaron flies the plane. Jen, in the co-pilot seat, goes over
the report nmarked TOP SECRET on Aaron's | aptop.

AARON
Mnd if I ask what changed your m nd
about com ng?

JEN
(reading the report)
He threw in a dental plan.

AARON
Yeah, well, that'll do it. Got me
in the Air Force.



19.
Jen | ooks over and sml es.

AARON ( CONT' D)
So why ant scientist? How d you get
interested in that?

JEN
Ch, | don't know, goes back to when
was a kid, | guess. | put a stick
into a Fire ant nest and got stung up
and dowmn ny arm | couldn't believe
sonething so small could hurt nme so
bad... Been a fan ever since.

AARON

| had an ant farm when | was kid.

It didn't last a week. M uncle
told me they could lift fifty tines
their owm weight so | kept putting
rocks init for themto nove around.
| think they died of exhaustion.

Jen appreciates the quip with a grin, pages through the
report. Cones to the photo of the woman who hung hersel f.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(re: the photo)
Ever seen anything like that before?

JEN
Yeah, once, in Africa. Driver ants.
They killed everything in their path:
a baby, sone dogs, even a tethered
horse. And they were nowhere near
the size of what we're dealing wth.

Aaron's gaze falls again on the photo, the magnitude of the
com ng danger driven hone to him

EXT. CANADI AN FORCES BASE (CFB) COLD LAKE - DAY

The C 145A drops toward a runway out of a colorful sunrise.
ABE MARCEL (65) A Chipewan tribal policeman watches it | and.
Marcel stands off by hinmself near a group of CANADI AN SOLDI ERS
beside three MIverados: the mlitary version of the 4-door
Chevy Sil verado.

MOVENTS LATER

Aaron's teamunl oads their gear fromthe plane. Ang picks
up a PX shopping bag. Puzzled, he |ooks inside: a new tackle
box, sungl asses, wonen's clothes with price tags on them
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JEN (O S.)
[t's m ne.

Ang turns and hands it to Jen.

JEN ( CONT' D)
| travel light.

Jen takes the bag. Turns and | ooks for Aaron. Who stands a
short way off in council with Marcel and a Canadi an Arny
of ficer, MAJOR BILL LEVEILLE (50).

Aaron breaks away and cones over to Jen.

AARON
Apparently our clearance to operate
i n Canada hasn't cone through yet.
So it looks like we're gonna' be on
hold for a while.

JEN
The hell we are. | didn't cone all
this way just to hang out in the
m ddl e of nowhere.

She strides past Aaron to Major Leveille.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Are you going out to the site today?

MAJOR LEVEI LLE

Yes, ma'am .. in about ten m nutes.
| take it you nmust be the ant
scienti st.

JEN
| am And why is it | can't cone
w th you?

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Well, ma'am you can, but these
Anerican sol diers haven't been cleared
yet to conduct operations on Canadi an
soil. They'll have to remain here.

JEN
But |' m good?

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Yeah.

JEN
VWll, then there's no problem Shal
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AARON

(com ng over)
Hol d on a second! You bet there's a
problem W're here to protect you.
You' re not goi ng anywhere w thout us.

JEN
Ch, yeah? Just watch ne.

AARON
Hey | ook, | ady-

JEN
No, you look. [|I'mnot here under
your command, Colonel. [I'ma private
citizen. And since this Myjor has
no objection, I'"'mgoing. Got it?

Aaron's crew has stopped unl oadi ng to watch.
Aaron, ticked off, turns to Major Leveille.
AARON

Is there a problemif | cone al ong
as an observer?

Maj or Leveill e appears anused by the whol e thing.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Fine with me.

Aaron swi ngs his eyes sharply back to Jen who takes the
sungl asses from her bag and puts themon. Gins snugly and
wal ks of f toward the vehicles.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE ( CONT' D)
VWhat's with her?

AARON
(starting after her)
She's | ost her broom
EXT. SASKATCHEWAN PLAINS - DAY

The three MIverados fly dowmn a renote dirt road. The open
countrysi de and bl ue done of the sky dwarfing the vehicles.

I NT. M LVERADO #1 - SAME

Marcel drives with one hand on the wheel. Major Leveille
beside him Jen and Aaron a yard apart in the back seat.

Leveille throws his armacross the seat and smles at Jen.



MAJOR LEVEI LLE
So whaddya' think, Doc? Any idea
where our little friends cone fronf
VWhat's behind all this?

He drops his hand on her knee. She renoves it.

JEN

Touch nme again, Major, and I'l|l touch

you back.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
(sm rking)
Sorry. Didn't nmean nothin' by it.

Jen | ooks out the w ndow.

JEN
|"ve got no idea what's behind this.
That's what |"mhere to find out.

MARCEL
(chimes in)
"1l tell you what's behind it.

Everyone | ooks at Marcel .

MARCEL ( CONT' D)
It's Mother Nature fighting back

Jen smles know ngly.

JEN
The Gai a Hypot hesi s?

MARCEL
Yep, that's it. W've nessed with
her world and now she's pissed.

AARON
(to Jen)
The "what" Hypot hesi s?

JEN

Gaia, the Greek goddess of the earth,

(with a nod to Marcel)
Mot her Nature if you wll. It's a
theory that | ooks at the earth as
essentially being a Iiving organi sm
a great nother to all life. She
creates life, nurtures it, makes
adjustnents to maintain it, and does
whatever it takes to protect it.

22.
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AARON
Fr om what ?

JEN
From anything that threatens the
bal ance of life.

AARON
Li ke us?

JEN
Yeah, |ike us.

EXT. CH PEWYAN VI LLAGE - DAY

A sad little haml et out on the plain where a dusty white
road ends at a dozen shacks are the Chi pewan's hones.

The three M| verados cruise down main street and stop.
Jen takes in the eerily silent town with a prol onged gaze.

A SERI ES OF SHOTS

- Jen takes pictures with her phone.
- Asoil sanple. That she puts in her tackle box.

- Aaron INSIDE A HOVE. A little girl's doll on the floor.
He bends down and picks it up. H's eyes fixed on a streak
of dried blood sneared across the floor.

- The Canadi an soldiers hang with the vehicles. Leveille
checks his watch. Wl ks passed a soldier and rolls his eyes.

He wal ks around the SIDE OF A HOUSE and finds Jen kneeling
in the dirt taking a soil sanple. She stands and turns.

Emts a small gasp at finding Leveille suddenly there.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Did | you scare you?

JEN
| didn't hear you com ng.

Maj or Leveille noves in alittle closer.
MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Worried about the big ants?
(smles creepily)
Got your heart poundi ng?

He places his hand over Jen's heart, touching her breast.
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Quick as a cat Jen pins his hand to her chest, presses forward
and pushes his hand back painfully over his wist.

Maj or Leveille CRIES OUT and buckles in pain... when Jen,

I i ght eni ng- qui ck, grabs his shoul der, sweeps out his |eg and
slans the big man hard to the ground.

Maj or Leveille | ooks up at her through a cloud of dust.

JEN
| told you I'd touch you back

Jen wal ks of f.
The justly humliated Leveille left on the ground.

Pl CK UP Marcel wandering around. Pausing BEH ND A HOUSE
studying the terrain. Jen cones up from behi nd.

MARCEL
It's a helluva' nystery, isn't it?

JEN
Did you find any nests?

MARCEL
Not hi n' around here.

Jen looks with interest into the di stance.

JEN
You check those rocks?

Across the white haze of the plain sits a cluster of rocks
nore than a mle away.

CUT TO
THE THREE M LVERADOS SPEEDI NG ACROSS THE BARREN PLAI N

VWhite spirals of dust thrown up in their wake.
A TRUCK WHEEL grinds to a halt.
Doors open and everyone gets out.

AARON
(shoul dering his weapon)
Al right, help nme out. Just what
i t we're supposed to be | ooking

is i
for?

JEN
Any sign of a nest: small trails,
mounds of dirt, any hol es.



25.
Jen's gaze falls on Leveille who | ooks quickly away.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Al'l right guys, you heard her. Fan out.

The arnmed sol diers disperse at a disinterested pace.

Jen wal ks the perinmeter of the ROCK FORVATI ON which rises
i ke a | unpy brown nonunent out on the plain.

She noves in and out of the rocks. Stops and thinks.

Suddenly spots one of the ants scurrying across the ground.
A bl ack TEN-1 NCH FORM CA foraging for food.

Jen takes a clear container fromthe tackle box. Covers the
ant and shinmmes it inside. Stares at the CAPTURED ANT.

The ant STRIDULATES. CHI T-TA-CHI T-TA-CHI T, a rubbi ng sound
ants nake that resenbles radio static or the shake of Maracas.

Jen scans the area. Spots..

Five other TEN-INCH FORM CAS answering the call. They
scranbl e out of the rocks. Race away.

Jen stonps on one. Kills it. Chases the others who run
past Aaron.

JEN
Aaron! Aaron, stop them Don't |et
those ants get back to the nest!

Aaron rushes over and stonps on an ant. M ssing a couple
times before he gets it.

The other three racing away across the flat dry earth.

Aaron unslings his weapon and FIRES! Leveille and two ot her
Canadi ans hustling over.

AARON
(ai m ng)
Shoot ' eni

The bl ack specs race across the white ground headi ng straight
for a | arge boul der.

BULLETS SMACK the dirt around the ants. Kicking up dust.
Nai | i ng one ant!

Two Canadi an soldiers run after the ants FIR NG as they go.

H TTING an ant... Leaving one last ant racing to the boul der.
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Aaron sites it. Fl RES!

And OBLI TERATES the distant black spec... Fragnments flying
into the air. Falling into a hole at the base of the boul der.

Jen stares at the boulder, the two sol diers hal fway there.

JEN
Ch, no.

Suddenly a BLACK MASS pours out of the hole.
JEN ( CONT' D)
(to the Canadi ans)
Run!  RUN!

THE TWO CANADI ANS

Stand frozen by the sight of the approaching ants. They
rai se weapons. OPEN FI RE

Aaron, Major Leveille and the other Canadians join in,
unl eashing a barrage at the front line of the ants.

HOT LEAD RIPS into the insects. Splatters themevery which
way. But the flood of ants cones on.

The two Canadi ans turn and run. The ants overtaking the
slower man. R sing up his legs, bringing himdow SCREAM NG

Jen carries the captured ant and dashes over to Aaron. Pulls
himtoward a truck.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Everyone, in the trucks! Now

Aaron and Jen get in and | ook back at the Canadi ans.

One withing under a pile of ants. The other running |ike
an dynpian, eyes wide with terror

Maj or Leveille and his nmen FIRE their weapons. Try to save
him To no avail. The ants catch the man and take hi m down.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE
Let's go! GO

He waves his nen back to the trucks. WMajor Leveille and
Marcel getting in one truck, the |ast four soldiers another.

AARON AT THE WHEEL - W TH JEN

Speeds backwards. Wi ps the truck around and floors it!
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MAJOR LEVEI LLE

Starts his truck. Janms it in drive and pulls a U ey.
MARCEL
(bangi ng t he dash)
C non man, MOVE! MOVE!
Leveille floors it and off they go.

THE FOUR CANADI AN SOLDI ERS

Pile into their truck. Their driver with one eye on the
ants. Funmbling with the key... DROPPING IT!

Hi s conrades shouting! Frantically pushing power w ndow
buttons that don't engage with the engine off.

CANADI AN SOLDI ERS
C non! Get us outta' herel

Too late. The wave of ten-inch ants slans into the M| ver ado.

Up the tires. Through the open wi ndows. The trapped soldiers
qui ckly overwhel ned. Bitten and stung a hundred ti nes.

MAJOR LEVEI LLE

Looks in his rear view mrror. SEES. .

A mound of ants where a truck had been.

He checks his speedoneter. Pegged at sixty.
Looks up at a boulder in his path!

MARCEL
LOOK aUT!

Leveille veers. Tilts. FLI PS AND CRASHES!

The big green truck rolls over the plain like a toy. Crunches
to a stop upside down in a cloud of dust.

A wave of ants closing in. Arriving... Encasing the vehicle.
Monents | ater, Major Leveille breaks through the shattered

W ndshield covered with ants. He crawls al ong the ground.
Tries to rise, SCREAMS horribly then drops out of frane.

AARON AND JEN S TRUCK

Speeds away. Putting distance between thensel ves and the
great BLACK BODY OF ANTS pooling over the plain.
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EXT. CFB COLD LAKE - NI GHT
Aircraft lights come out of the black void of night.

A @Gl fstream G550 approaches and | ands. Decel erates past the
par ked C-145A and air base hangars.

I NT. BRIEFING ROOM Il - HQ - CFB COLD LAKE - NI GHT
The captured ant tries to escape its plastic container.

Jen watching it inpassively. Aaron beside her at a | arge
table with a pot of coffee between them A grave silence
pervadi ng the room

Aaron checks his watch - 1:30 a. m

AARON
VWere the hell are they?

He pours hinself nore coffee and offers Jen.

JEN
No, thanks. Another cup and | won't
sl eep for a week.

AARON
Sl eep? What's that?

Jen grins wearily and | eans back, bone-tired.

AARON ( CONT' D)
By the way, thanks.

JEN
For what ?
AARON
Gettin' nme outta' there.
JEN
(making little of it)

You drove.

A door opens and in conmes NANCY SIMS (50) a sharply dressed
Canadian Mnister. Wth her is Secretary Adans and Dr. Tol an
in his wheelchair. They join Jen and Aaron at the table.

Mnister Sins scans a pair of tired faces.

M NI STER SI M5
Dr. Jackson, Col onel Wber, sorry to
keep you waiting. | understand you' ve
both had a very trying day.



Jen and Aaron share a |l ook - that's an under st at enent.

Jen hol ds

Jen | ooks

M NI STER SI M5 ( CONT' D)
"' m Nancy Sins, Canada's Deputy
M nister of Public Safety and
Enmer gency Preparedness. The Secretary
and | are here to gather facts for
our respective governments and to
cone up with a recommendati on on how
best to proceed.

SECRETARY ADANMS
So, what do we know?

up a |l ab report.

JEN

| had the soil sanples | took from
the village anal yzed.

(hands it to Dr. Tol an)
There's no sign of radioactivity.
That nmeans these ants cane from
somewhere else. Mst likely from
around Uranium Gty and the
surroundi ng waste sites. \Wich neans
they've tunneled a | ong way. Probably
twenty mles. And that's only
possible if the colony is nmassive.

M NI STER SI M5
How massi ve?

JEN
In the mllions.

SECRETARY ADANMS
Ch, shit.

M NI STER SI M5
So what are our options?

at Dr. Tolan who defers to her.

JEN
Well, pesticides won't work - they'd
be nearly inpossible to apply
effectively to a colony this size.
And in any case it would only serve
to nove them fromone area to anot her.

She checks with Dr. Tol an who nods in agreenent.
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JEN ( CONT' D)
We could try punping poison gas into
the nest, but they'd probably overcone
any foreign agent introduced into the
col ony.

SECRETARY ADAMS
| don't follow you. How so?

DR TOLAN
As soon as they encountered the gas
the ants woul d send out signals to
evacuate the nest, like rats |eaving
a sinking ship. And even if we were
able to locate and bl ock every exit...
they'd just dig new exits or plug up
the gas-filled tunnels.

JEN

They m ght even divert the gas by
maki ng new tunnel s and chanbers to
re-rout the poison airflow They're
very smart. Besides | doubt that
there's just one nest.

(checks wwth Dr. Tol an)
It's nore likely we're dealing with
mul ti ple nests. Which would nake
usi ng gas even |l ess effective.

M NI STER SI M5
So what does that | eave us? Bonbs?

JEN
Probably won't work either, unless
you go nucl ear.

M NI STER SI M5
Ch, cone now, Doctor. These are
just insects we're dealing wth.
You're not seriously suggesting we
irradiate half of Saskatchewan j ust
to deal with them are you?

Jen and Dr. Tolan trade | ooks over the comrent.

JEN
It's your call... But you should
know there's a very real chance that
this problemgets totally out of
control. Very quickly... In ny
opi nion only an overwhel m ng response
can prevent that.



AARON
But overwhel m ng doesn't have to
mean nucl ear, does it? There are
ground penetrating ordnances that
are extrenely powerful. Wat if we
use t hose?

JEN
| don't know. But with all due
respect to our technol ogical
superiority and the great power and
m ght of our armed forces, these
aren't "just insects" we're facing.
Frankly, | doubt if any of you has
the faintest idea of what it is you're
actually dealing wth.

Dr. Tolan lowers his head in enbarrassnent. Jen's bl unt
coment puts a pall over the room

JEN (CONT' D)

Ants are the nost warli ke species on
earth. Next to themwe're al
pacifists. To quote the late Dr.
Edward W1 son, the Einstein of
myr mecol ogi st, "their foreign policy
is restless aggression, territorial
conquest and genoci dal annihil ation
of neighboring colonies.” And to
ants this size...

(points to the ant)
that means us. To tell you the truth,
no matter what we do, | don't give
us better than fifty-fifty odds of
ever conpletely stopping them

A long silence follows Jen's warning. Then..

SECRETARY ADANS
Vell, I'll be sure to pass on your
ah... assessnent of the situation
and our various options to the
President. But this is Canadi an
soil, the final decision will rest
entirely with them

M NI STER SI M5

" m sure our governnent will consult
w th your President on whatever we
deci de.

(flashes a sharp | ook

at Jen)
Now if you all will excuse ne. |
need to put a call in to the Prinme

M ni ster.

31.
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M nister Sins gets up and wal ks out.

Dr. Tolan turns to Jen as if to say "Did you have to put it
i ke that?"

Jen neets his gaze with a justified expression. She pulls
the captured ant closer to her. Taps at it with her finger.
The stubborn creature still trying to escape.

EXT. CFB COLD LAKE - DAY

A cl oudl ess sunrise over the base.

| NT. BARRACKS BATHROOM - CFB COLD LAKE - DAY

A busy shower area where Styx and Marbl es shave at sinks.
Hal f - dressed soldiers noving to and fro.

STYX
Hey, Marbles, you know if we're
stayin' or goin'?

MARBLES
Beats ne?
STYX
That's what | | ove about the Arny.

No one knows a thing and every day's
the sane: hurry up and wait.

W TH N THE BARRACKS

Rows of cots where several soldiers dress for the day.

Laxalt sits on his bunk reading a text. H's husband's
handsone face displayed on his phone.

TEXT: "MAY BE WTH YOU SOONER THAN YOU THI NK.  STAY SAFE"
Laxalt taps out a response: "PROM SES, PROM SES."

On the cot across fromhimlies Turner relaxing in his boxers
with his hands cl asped behind his head.

Styx and Marbles join them Getting dressed as they talKk.
STYX (CONT' D)
Hey, Turner. What are you gonna
do, skip another shower?

TURNER
M nd your own busi ness.



MARBLES
(ribbing him
Turner doesn't like to take showers
with other nen. He gets too excited.

TURNER
That's Laxalt's problem man, not m ne.

Laxalt never takes his eyes off his phone.

LAXALT
Leave me out of it, Turner, or Il
conme over there and squash you Ilike
t he bug you are.

TURNER
You'd enjoy that, wouldn't you,
puttin' your hands all over ne?

Laxalt | ooks up indulgently, accustoned to gibes.

LAXALT

You know, Turner, | don't mnd that
you' re an ignorant, honophobic, racist.
| think there's roomin this world
for everyone. But | do m nd having
toride all day sitting next to you
when you stink |ike a pig.

(1 ooks at his phone)
Now get off your |azy ass and take a

shower .
TURNER
| ain't racist, I'mtribal
STYX
Sane t hing.
TURNER
No, it ain't. There's a big
difference. If you're racist you

think you' re better than other people.
If you're tribal, you just think
we're all different and you don't
wanna' mx with the other tribes.

STYX
(to Marbl es)
You believe this shit?

MARBLES
Never argue with an ignorant man,
Styx. He'll take you down to his
| evel then beat you with experience.
( MORE)
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MARBLES ( CONT' D)
(snaps a towel at Turner)
Now ain't that right, country boy?

TURNER
Hey, cut it out, Marbl es!

STYX
Al right, Turner, if that's how you
feel, tell nme sonmethin'. Wat the

hell ya' doin" in the Arny if you
don't like to be around different
ki nds of peopl e?

TURNER
Well, you see |I'mfrom Wl ch, West
Virginia... Ever heard of it?
STYX
Hel |, no.
TURNER

Yeah, right, nobody has... But there
you either dig coal, brew neth or
join the mlitary. Now |l don't I|ike
drugs and | don't |ike dark hol es

SO... here | am
STYX
Yeah, here you are, stinkin' up the

pl ace.
The guys bust out |aughing and Turner turns away.

Mar bl es points at Turner's feet. Checks Styx and Laxalt who
get the plan. Al at once they grab Turner.

MARBLES
Al right, son, c¢c'non now, tine to
wash up. You ride with us, you take
a shower.

TURNER
Hey, cut it out! Let ne go!

They carry himoff to the shower |aughing as they go.
EXT. BARRACKS - DAY

G nger and Ang kiss passionately in alittle enclave behind
the barracks. They pause and cone up for air.

G NGER
Love ne?
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ANG
(playful)
Li ke the nonkey | oves the tree.
Li ke the fish |loves the sea.

G NGER
C non, stop. |'mserious.
ANG
(sincere)

So am .

They ki ss again. Bodies pressed together, yearning for nore.
G nger pulls back. Her brow furrowed with concern

G NGER
W can't keep this up. Soneone's
bound to find out.

ANG
So they find out. So what?

G NGER
They' || separate us, that's what.
And bust nme a rank for fraternizing.

ANG
They' || separate us anyway if we |et
"em know. What's the difference?

G NGER
| don't know. But | can't keep
sneaki ng around |ike this.
Sonet hing's gotta' change.

ANG
Li ke what ?

She | ooks into his eyes. He knows what.

ANG
Marri age?
G NGER
You say it like it's a four letter
wor d.
ANG
Well, isn't it? The only happy

marriages |'ve ever seen are on TV.
Wiy do you wanna' ness with sonething
when it's so right?

G NGER
"Cause it isn't so right.
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G nger eases out of his arnms. D sappointnent rising.
G NCGER ( CONT' D)
And for your information, it's a
long way fromright.
She hurries away.

ANG
Hey, G nger, c'non. Cone back

CUT TO
A STUNNI NGLY BEAUTI FUL MOTI F OF VI BRANT COLORS

The ami no acids of an ant viewed under a m croscope.
Jen exam nes the slide in a BASE LABORATORY

She rests her eyes. Wites a note. Dr. Tolan enters through
an open doorway across the room

JEN
Hey, there you are. | was just gonna
call you. Take a |look at these am no
acids. | may have found sonet hi ng.

Dr. Tol an appears to have other things on his m nd,
approaching Jen with a severe ook in his eye.

DR TOLAN
(re: her work)
Just leave it. |'Il ook into it
|ater. Right now, you have a pl ane
to catch. You're out of here.

JEN
What ? You can't do that.

DR. TOLAN
Come agai n?

JEN
Paul ... I'mright in the mddl e of
this now Don't pull it out from
under nme... What's got into you?

DR. TOLAN
| made a mstake. | don't want you
on the project anynore. |It's too
inportant. Professor Barnhardt's
over his pneunonia. |'m having you

repl aced.
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JEN
Look if it's about the noney. |
don't give a dam-

DR. TOLAN
It's not about the noney, Jen. And
you knowit. It's you. |It's the

sanme old Jen
They | ock eyes, endure a span of charged sil ence.

JEN
Don't do this to me. | deserve
better. Especially fromyou.

DR TOLAN
No, Jen, you don't. Wat happened
at Princeton had nothing to do with
me. That was all about you. And
that's the problem it's always about
you. Back then you went your own
way and it cost you a job. Yesterday,
goi ng your own way nearly got yourself
killed. And what's with the attitude
last night? 1s that anyway to tal k
to a nmenber of the Canadi an cabi net?

JEN
| was tired.

DR TOLAN
Yeah, | know. And so am|.

It's a comment pregnant with nmeaning. Jen |ooks at Dr. Tol an
as if she's been betrayed.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
| brought you here as part of a team
but you're not a team player, Jen.
And | realize now you never will be.

JEN
Okay, so | bruised a Colonel's ego
and offended a M nister. For that
you' re just gonna' toss ne aside?

DR. TOLAN
Put it however you like, it doesn't
change the fact you brought it on
yoursel f.

JEN
Al right, fine. Fuck it anyway.

She gathers up her work, holds back a dam of enpti ons.
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DR. TOLAN
Look, Jen, | know with your history
it's damm near inpossible for you
trust people. But...

He wavers, pauses, clearly conflicted over the deci sion.

JEN
o | rub people the wong way and
hat nmakes ne a big pain in the ass.
till the nost qualified person
Ip you with this and you know
It's why |'m here.

—~ O
>
(O]

Dr. Tolan thinks it over. Resol ves it.

DR. TOLAN
You know, Jenny, lately, | realize,
i ke never before, that ny life is
going to end. | think about it every
day. | try to nmake sonme sense of
it... this hour | spent upon the
stage. Al | can come up wthis

the sane ironic conclusion: The very
best thing in life, and the very

wor st thing, are exactly the sane...
It's people. For all their Kkindness
and cruelty, all their virtue and
vice, they're really what life is
al | about .

Dr. Tolan |l eaves. Halfway to the door he stops and turns.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
Ch, by the way, the Canadi ans deci ded
to go with conventional weapons.
Col onel Weber's taking his team up
to an observation point to nonitor
the strikes. Be a good idea if one
of us went with him Don't you think?

Jen smles, relieved.
CUT TO
THE RED- HOT EXHAUST PLUME

O a CF-18 Hornet speeding down a RUNVAY. Taking off with a
DEAFENI NG RCAR.

EXT. CANADI AN SKI ES - DAY

Four Hornets fly in formation through a clear blue sky.
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HORNET PILOT (V. Q)
Sunray this is Thunder. W are
approachi ng target area.

SUNRAY (V. O.)
(base comrand)
Roger that, Thunder. Proceed. G ve
"em hel | .

THE HORNETS

Zoom acr oss an open plain. Releasing BUNKER BUSTER BOMWBS -
GBU- 28 guided m ssiles that drop fromw ngs and spear the
ground... WAH-BOCOM!... BOOM BOOM BOOM BOOM

Ant swarnms on the ground are obliterated in the FlI REBALL.
Great clouds of snoke and dirt billowng into the air.

EXT. RIDCGE - DAY
Aaron, Jen and the teamstand in front of two jeeps watching

the fireworks in the valley below. The CF-18 Hornets soaring
away. Heading for hone. Aaron |owers binocul ars.

AARON
Those were the Canadi an "Bunker
Busters". Nowit's tine for the big
boys... the MOPs.

JEN
The what ?

AARON

Massi ve Ordnance Penetrators. Bonbs
that can go two-hundred feet into
the ground. They're comn' in on
American B-2s. That first run was
to soften 'emup. These boys wll
finish "em of f

He rai ses the binoculars to sight the planes.

| N THE DI STANCE TWO DARK SPECS APPEAR | N THE SKY

B-2 Stealth fighters descending. Targeting a mle-long tower
of dust raised by the expl osions.

They drop their ordnance: fat white mssiles that fall and
vanish in the raised dust. Seconds |later... BOOV BOOV BOOM
MASSI VE EXPLOSI ONS split the plain |ike a vol canic eruption.

JEN, AARON AND HI S TEAM

Gaze at the incredible spectacle.
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AARON ( CONT' D)
That oughta' do it.

G NGER
Ya' think?

Jen wears a troubled | ook. Not quite so sure.

GO WDE ON THE RO LI NG EXPLOSI ON.  Tons of dirt raining down
fromthe sky. ROCK MJSIC... takes us to..

I NT. NCO CLUB - COLD LAKE Al R BASE - N GHT

A band playing. A servicenen's group entertaining a md-
week crowd of co-workers letting off steam Al the nenbers
of Aaron's team (G nger, Styx, Marbles, Laxalt and Turner)
except Ang, sit at a bar near a dance floor. Drinking.
Laughing. Having a good tine.

| NT. HALLWAY - OFFI CER QUARTERS - NI GHT

Aaron steps out of his room Walks toward an exit then stops
and turns around. Cones back down the hall to another door
where he |i stens.

He raises his hand to knock. Hesitates. Then goes ahead
and knocks. Jen answers. Nunerous reports, aerial photos
and a |l aptop spread out on the table behind her.

AARON
Hi .
JEN
Hel | 0. Sonet hi ng w ong?
AARON
No. No, I... | was wondering if you

mght like to join me for a drink?

For a nonment sonething bright and hopeful flashes in Jen's
eyes. But it's fleeting. She closes the wi ndow to her

t houghts and smles politely... A ances back at her work.
JEN
No, | don't think so. | should keep
at this. Got a report to nake...
But t hanks.
AARON

C non, you've been cooped up in here
since we got back. Take a break.
Have a drink... or twd. Just to get
out of the room Forget about the
ot her day. | did.
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Jen is disarnmed by his sincerity and charm ng smle.

JEN
Al right, give ne a mnute.

I NT. NCO CLUB - DAY

A bartender pours out seven shots. Aaron and Jen have joi ned
the teamat the bar. Jen |lifts her gl ass.

JEN
(nocks Aaron)
A drink or two?

AARON
Yeah, per hour. Cheers!

They tap gl asses and drink. Styx |eans over to G nger and
speaks confidentially.

STYX
Were's Ang?

G NGER
In his room

STYX
Lover's quarrel ?

G NGER
(wi thout malice)
Shut up.

r looks past Styx to Aaron seated next to Jen in the
e of the group.

G NGER ( CONT' D)
Hey, Col onel, we goin' honme tonorrow?
M ssion's over, isn't it?

AARON
(1 ndi cates Jen)
This is our mssion, right here. W
go when she goes.

JEN
The first reports suggest the ants
have been wi ped out. But there's
still alot of intel to go through.
And | need to check out sone ot her
sites tonorrow just to be sure.

MARBLES
(raising a drink)
Take your tinme, Doc. W like it here.
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Aaron lowers his tone for Jen only.

AARON

What about Dr. Tolan? He stayin' too?
JEN

Oh, yeah. He's like a kid in a candy

store. He'll be the last one to | eave.
AARON

| would have invited him but |
haven't seen himall day.

JEN
He's working in the lab. | showed
hi m something intriguing this norning
and he's been at ever since. Stil
hasn't cone up for air.

AARON
So you're two of kind, huh?... Wat
ya' show hi n?

JEN
It wouldn't interest you.

AARON
Try nme.

Jen gives Aaron the once over.

JEN
Al right... It has to do with the
am no acids of those ants. You see
there's an inexplicable anomaly wthin
the polarity of the am ne and
carboxylic groups that-

AARON
Ckay, okay, enough. It's over ny
head... Bartender!

EXT. VALLEY

Thick night. A field of grass shimmers in the noonlight.
Suddenly small nmounds rise up in the ground, EVERYWHERE
Li ke water brought to a boil the earth cavitates, bubbles
and bursts open... ANTS POURI NG QUT. Thousands of them

Bi gger than the village ants, these M NORS, SUB- MVAJORS AND
MAJORS are as big as dogs - from TWO TO FOUR FEET LONG
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Al'l kinds of fierce-looking species: BULLDOG ANTS with | ong
j agged mandi bl es; red FI RE ANTS and bl ack FORM CAS; vari ous
ot hers, com ng out of the ground, noving off |ike a herd.
I NT. NCO CLUB - NI GHT

Jen and Aaron sit at the bar enjoying one another's conpany.

AARON

So what about you? Were're you fron?
JEN

All over. | was in three states,

five towns and ei ght school s between
the ages of six and sixteen.

AARON
Seriously?
JEN
Yeah, | was always the new girl.
AARON
Mlitary famly?
JEN
No, foster child. | got tossed around

like a football.

AARON
That nust've been rough. Wat, were
they just nmean to you?

JEN
No. Mbst of themwere pretty nice.
| was just... difficult.

AARON
(ki ddi ng)
You still are.

JEN
Vll, you can just nove right on
down the bar, soldier boy. It's al
right wwth ne.

AARON
Not a chance. | like it right here.

A SEA OF ANTS

Passing |ike a great shadow over a prairie near the base.
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RESUME JEN AND AARON

JEN
What about you? Got a famly?

AARON
Nope. Alnost. But it fell apart
before it got started.

JEN
You cheated on her.

AARON
No. Hell no! Wy, do | |ook the type?

JEN
Not especially. But you know
servi cenen, they get around. A girl
in every port Kkinda' thing.

AARON
Ah, yes, the glanorous life of bar
girls and hangovers.

Jen studies Aaron's face. She likes this man. He's genuine.
It's a nonent of nutual attraction. Aaron bypasses it.

AARON ( CONT' D)
No, | wanted kids and she wanted to
wait. After five years | called her
on it. She called a co-worker and
t ook of f.
(1 ooks at Jen's hand)
Why haven't you married?

JEN
Just picky | guess.

LATER

The band plays. Styx has joined them Pretty good on the
druns. The regular drumrer lifts a beer to himin approval.

G nger and Marbl es dance. The big Swede in a hunorous way.
Jen and Aaron watching fromfroma nearby table, having noved
away fromthe bar.

JEN ( CONT' D)
| s he always this crazy?

AARON
Wy do you think we call him"Marbles"?

JEN
What about you? You got a nicknane?
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AARON
Nope.
JEN
Yes, you do. Cone on, tell ne.
What is it?
AARON
(j esting)

Twi nkl et oes.
He sets down his beer, stands and puts out his hand.
AARON ( CONT' D)
Al right, lady, c'non. On your
feet. Let's dance.

JEN
Uh- uh. Not ne. | don't dance.

She picks up her beer and sits back in her chair.

AARON
Not ever?

JEN
No. Never .

AARON

What about in high school, didn't
you dance at the pron?

JEN
Never went to a prom or a dance.
AARON
So what'd you do?
JEN
| studied. N ght and day. Pretty
boring, huh?

Aaron | ooks at her with a touch of understandi ng.

AARON
Pretty, yes... Boring, never.
LAXALT AND TURNER
Are still at the bar. A half dozen enpty seats between them

A handsonme man in a green flight suit enters the room- TONY
Laxalt's husband. He cones over and covers Laxalt's eyes.
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TONY
Quess who?

LAXALT
Tony!

Laxalt bolts up and hugs him

LAXALT ( CONT' D)
VWat are you doi ng here!

TONY
| told you |I'd see you soon.
brought up the flying gas station
for the B-2s.

LAXALT
You coulda' told ne?

TONY
Actually | couldn't. But anyway,
| ' m here.

LAXALT

Well, this is great! \Wat a surprise.
Have a seat.

He | ooks down the bar to introduce him Sees only Turner.
LAXALT ( CONT' D)
Tony, this is Specialist |Idus Turner.
My husband, Tony.
Turner nods rudely. Gets up and wal ks away.

LAXALT ( CONT' D)
Sorry. He's the one jerk on ny team

TONY
Wuldn't be a team w t hout one.

EXT. CFB COLD LAKE - NIGHT - A H GH ANGLE SHOT OF

The well-1it air base between Col d Lake and a wooded pl ai n.
CUT IN -

SECRETARY ADAMS and M NI STER SI M5

In a BRIEFING ROOM wi th several generals. An officer with a
poi nter going over a bonb site photo up on a screen.
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DR. TOLAN

Wor ki ng alone in the LAB. Studying his notes. Concer ned.
He pockets them Hurries toward the door in his wheelchair.

EXT. MAIN GATE - CFB COLD LAKE - N GHT

An MP fills out a report in a guard shack. The road outside
vani shing into the Stygi an darkness of the night. At the
far end a vague gray |ine appears. Approaching |like the

| eadi ng edge of a fl ood.

The MP | ooks up casually, SEES... A tide of huge ants racing
toward him He funbles with a wal ki e-tal ki e.

MP #1
Alert! Aert...!

He tears out of the shack. Overtaken instantly. Huge ants
all over him Casping his arns and legs. BITING HM
STING NG HHM .. Spread-eagling the man. He SCREAMS in pain
A cry truncated when a BULLDOG MAJOR snaps of f his head.

JEN AND AARON

Exit the NCO CLUB

AARON
Wal k you hone?

Bef ore Jen can answer she sees Dr. Tolan rolling rapidly
toward them down the sidewal k.

DR. TOLAN
Jen! Jen!
JEN
Paul ? What are you doi ng out here?
DR. TOLAN
(breathl ess)
Jen, you won't believe it... But

that anomaly in the am no acids, |
doubl e-checked it agai nst the
enzynes... Been at it all day...

and there's only one possible
conclusion. Those ten-inch Form cas,
they're at |east twenty years ol d!

JEN
Ch, no. It can't Dbe.

DR. TOLAN
(hol ds up his work)
It's all right here.
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AARON
Wait a mnute. AmI| mssing something?

JEN
Those ants didn't get to be ten inches
overnight; it took generations. So
if they're twenty years old, how big
are the new generations?

A BASE KLAXON goes off, joined by the CRACK OF GUNFI RE.

AARON
VWhat the hell's that?

DR TOLAN
Look!

At the far end of the street, nuzzle-flashes from weapons
and DOG- Sl ZED ANTS cl i nbi ng up and over the buil dings.

AARON
C non! | nsi del

He takes the wheelchair. Follows Jen into the NCO CLUB where
they encounter his team and sone CANADI AN SCLDI ERS.

G NGER
Col onel! \What's goin' on!

AARON
More ants. Big ones! Real big!..
Barricade the door!

JEN
Aaron, that won't stop them W
need to get outta' here.

AARON
Al right, everyone, out the back.
C non, nove it!
The whol e group rushes off. G nger |ingers.
G NGER
(thinks out | oud)
Ang.
She shoots out the front door. Looks up the street.

In the distance a group of soldiers are illumnated in the
flash of their weapons, firing at a crowd of ants.

G nger turns and runs down the sidewal k.
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AARON AND JEN

Come out the BACK OF THE BU LDING with the group. Two of
t he Canadi ans rushing over to a couple of pickup trucks.

CANADI AN Al RVEN #1
(wavi ng hi m over)
Col onel !

Aaron wheels Dr. Tolan to one of the trucks. Helps himinto
the cab. Jen gets in front beside him Styx, Turner,
Mar bl es, Laxalt and Tony clinb in the bed. The other truck
now | oaded wi th Canadi an sol di ers.

AARON
(to the Driver)
Get to the airfield! Now!

He hops in the bed and the two trucks speed away.
AARON ( CONT' D)

(noti ci ng)
Where's Captai n Canpos!

STYX
She was just with us!
TURNER
Col onel! Sergeant Chun's back at

t he barracks!
Aaron goes to the driver. Speaks through the open w ndow.

AARON
Let nme off!

The driver brakes and Aaron hops out.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(to Driver, re: Jen
and Dr. Tol an)
Get themto a chopper! And get 'em
the hell outta' here! That's an order!

Aaron runs off. Marbles junps out and chases after hima
nmonment before the truck pulls away.

STYX
Mar bl es!

Styx wants to follow, but the truck's traveling too fast.
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EXT. CFB COLD LAKE - NI GHT

The ant raiders swarmall over a building. Brave soldiers
putting up a fight. Laying down gunfire! Heaving grenades!

The ants are chopped up. BLOM APART! But there's so goddamm
many they just keep com ng. They overrun the line of
soldiers. Literally tear them apart.

| NT. HEADQUARTERS - CFB COLD LAKE - NI GHT

Secretary Adans and M nister Sins, generals and staff, run
t hrough the buil di ng.

Come to a glass door piled high wwth ants. The gl ass
CRACKI NG Ants pouring inside.

Everyone turns and runs, except one gutsy guard who draws a
pistol and fires. Stands his ground until engulfed by ants.

Adans, Sins and the generals run back into the BRI EFI NG ROOM
and slamthe door. Two generals quickly braced against it.

They hear the CLAMOR OF THE ANTS outsi de the door.

Then CRASH Two four-foot ants, Canponatus saundersi, bl ast
t hrough a window and junp onto a table in front of everyone.

Their fat bodies swollen with a gold fluid visible through
their exoskeletons. Their bodies pul sate, expand and EXPLODE
SPRAYI NG FORM C ACID all over the room Like suicide bonbers
they kill thenselves and everyone el se.

Secretary Adans SCREAMS and grabs his face. Flesh nelting
as he drops to his knees.

Pl CKUP_ G NGER

Racing up to the ENLI STED MEN S QUARTERS. Ang standi ng
outside in his undershirt, bew | dered by the clanor of the
SI RENS and DI STANT GUNFI RE

ANG
(nmeeting G nger)
VWhat the hell's goin' on?

G NGER
(breathl ess)
We're under attack! Mre ants! And
t hey' re huge!

Just then Aaron and Marbles round the corner of the barracks.

AARON
Canpos! Chun! Get over here!
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They run toward to Aaron and Marbl es who | ook past them at
several soldiers running for their lives froma TIDE OF ANTS.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(ushering his crew away)
Go on, nove!
EXT. AIR FIELD - N GHT

The two pickup trucks hit the tarmac. Speed toward two CH
146 GRI FFON HELI COPTERS par ked out si de a hangar.

RESUME AARON S GROUP

Com ng out BEH ND THE BARRACKS onto a SWARM CF ANTS!

They do a 180 and run along the side of the building. Ants
now pouring like rivers down the streets in front and behind
the building. Aaron stops. Breaks a window wth his el bow

AARON
| nsi del

G nger and Ang clinmb in. Ants approaching fromthe front
and back of the BU LDI NG as Marbles clinbs in. Then Aaron.
Hal fway up when an ant | atches onto his |eg.

AARON ( CONT' D)
AHHH!

Mar bl es pulls Aaron in through the wi ndow, a BLACK FORM CA
clasped to Aaron's leg. Marbles stonps on its head then
runs off w th Aaron.

They catch up to Ang and G nger racing up STAIRS. Marbles
stops at the base of the stairs and | ooks back at ants pouring
t hrough the w ndow.

He picks up a steel cot and charges.

BOOM ... Rans it into the window Blockades the opening.
Buying tinme for his conrades to escape.

A DOZEN ANTS already inside attack him He fights themoff.
St onpi ng one, throw ng another, pounding a third with his
fist. But there are just too many... they squeeze through
the jamed wi ndow. Collect on Marbles and bring hi m down.

AR FIELD

The two trucks cone to a halt before the HELI COPTERS.
Everyone piling out. Tony rushing to the nearest chopper.

TONY
Does anyone el se know how to fly!
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DR. TOLAN
| do! Help ne to the controls!

Laxalt and Styx help Dr. Tolan into the second helicopter.
Jen gets in next to her nentor. Looks across the tarmac at
nore ants pouring onto the airfield fromout of a woods.

JEN
Hurry!  Hurry!

Tony powers up his Giffon. Canadian soldiers clinbing in.
Dr. Tolan works his controls, only nuch slower than Tony.

More ants appear at the end of the runway. Linking up with
the ants comng fromthe woods. dosing in on the choppers.

Tony gets his BIRD AIRBORNE. Spins it around. Banks away.. .
but flies OVER THE SWARM

The ants FORM A TONER wi th stunning speed. CATCHI NG THE
HELI COPTER!  Unbal ancing it. The chopper spins... Tilts..
H TS A BU LD NG and CRASHES in a ball of flanes.

LAXALT

Looks on with horrified disbelief at the death of his husband.
But no tine to nourn. The great swarm now cl osing on the
second helicopter. Dr. Tolan struggling to get them airborne.

JEN ( CONT' D)
C non, Paul! C MONI

At last the bird begins to rise, an ant tower following it
up... H GHER AND H GHER until|l it REACHES THE CHOPPER where
the top ant grabs Turner and pulls himout.

Turner clings to the | anding gear! Hangs on for dear life.
The chopper breaking away fromthe ANT TOAER. One ant
clinging to Turner's leg. Several nore |inked bel ow
Turner 1 ooks up at Styx in the open doorway.

TURNER
Styx!... Help!

Styx steps onto the landing gear. Kicks the top ant. Wth
no effect. The bottomant clinbing up. Cdosing in on Styx.

Jen scranbl es down beside Styx and breaks off the antennae
of the top ant. It releases Turner. Tucks into a ball and
falls, taking the other ants with it.

Styx grabs hold of Turner's collar.
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STYX
C nmon, man, pull!

Jen hel ps Styx haul Turner in then drops to the chopper floor
conpletely out of breath.

| NT. BARRACKS - CFB COLD LAKE - NI GHT

Aaron, G nger and Ang race down a hallway just ahead of a
MOB OF ANTS.

They conme to a ladder. dinb to the ceiling. The ants
catching up. Scaling the wall.

Ang throws open a trap door. Gets on the roof. Helps G nger
and Aaron up. Then SLAMS the door on the ants just in tine!

Aaron | eads them across the roof.
Suddenly ants cone pouring over the front fascia of the
bui l ding. Then up over another side. And ANOTHER Ants
all around them .. TRAPPED
G NGER
(clutching Ang)
Oh, Ang! No..

Ang hol ds her tight. Aaron beside them defenseless. He
balls up his fists, grits his teeth, ready to die fighting.

The ants closing in... thirty feet, twenty... TEN

Suddenly the powerful w nds of a helicopter BLASTS the |eading
edge of the ants away.

Dr. Tolan |lowers the chopper to the roof.
Styx and Turner pull G nger and Ang in

Aaron clinbing onto the | anding gear. Shouting at the top
of his voice.

AARON
[CONN

The helicopter peels away. Flies off into the night.
| NT. GRI FFON HELI COPTER - NI GHT

Jen | ooks down fromthe helicopter at the air base now
conpl etely overwhel ned by | egions of giant ants.

EXT. M NNEAPCLI S- ST. PAUL - DAY

Sunrise over the twin cities on the M ssissppi.
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EXT. ST. PAUL AIR STATION - DAY
The Giffon helicopter is parked outside a hangar.

In the background, the Airport Hlton. A hotel sign atop
the roof still lit fromthe night before.

MOVE I N ON

A room near the top floor.
| NT. ROOM - AIRPORT HI LTON - ST. PAUL - DAY

Jen lies in bed asleep. She stirs. Gets up and opens a
curtain. Revealing a spectacular view of the city.

She takes a seat on a chair and just sits there processing
the events of the night before.

MOVENTS LATER

Jen sits at a table wth a | aptop working the problem
SHOTS OF

Jen bringing up - graphs, chem cal conpounds, diagrans of
ant nests and map projections of expandi ng col onies.

She types in a question:

"PROBABI LI TY GENERATI ONS W LL CONTI NUE TO | NCREASE | N SI ZE?"
Si mul ator answer: "72%

"PROBABI LI TY CONVENTI ONAL WEAPONS W LL ERADI CATE COLONY?"

Si mul ator answer: "17%

Jen stares at the dire prediction.

| NT. HALLWAY - Al RPORT HI LTON - DAY

Aaron steps out of his room Goes down the hallway and knocks
on the door of another room G nger answers.

G NGER
Mor ni ng, sir.

AARON
You ready?

G NGER

Just about.
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AARON
(checks his watch)
Well, hurry it up. W're neeting
our professors in the |l obby in ten
m nutes. They got sonme big briefing

to go to.
G NGER

Yes, sir... Colonel, about |ast night.
AARON

Save it, Gnger. Nothing you say at
this point will make any difference.
When this is over I"'mtransferring
you and Ang to different units.

G NGER
Yes, sir. | just want you to know
we didn't mean to get involved. It
j ust happened.

AARON
That you fell in love with a team
menber isn't what bothers ne. |It's

that you hid it from ne.

G NGER
W never neant to hurt the team

AARON
['I]l mention that to Marbles' w fe.

He noves on to the next door and knocks. Styx answers.
AARON ( CONT' D)

Mornin', Corporal. | want you al
downstairs in five mnutes, pronto.

STYX
Yes, sir.
Aaron starts away.
STYX
Hey, Colonel. You m ght wanna' check

on Laxalt.

Styx steps back to reveal Laxalt on a balcony all by hinself.
Aaron shoul ders another responsibility. Wl ks inside past
Turner sitting on a bed and Ang energing fromthe bathroom

ANG
Col onel . ..
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AARON
Not now, Sergeant.

Aaron opens the glass door and steps out onto the BALCONY
where Laxalt sits snoking a cigarette, teary-eyed.

LAXALT
Mor ni ng, sir.
(notes the fair weather)
Beauti ful day.

Aaron's face is a nodel of enpathy. After a tine.

AARON
| want you to know how sorry | am
LAXALT
Thanks... We lost Marbles too. Rough
ni ght .
AARON
The worst... |I've already cleared it

with Division for you to go hone.

LAXALT
That an order, sir?

AARON
It's whatever you want it to be.

Laxalt stands and goes to the balcony railing where he | ooks
out at the world. He takes a nonent, turns and faces Aaron.

LAXALT
|'"d just assune see this thing through
if it's all right with you.

Aaron nods. Has mles of respect for the man.
| NT. COVMMAND CENTER - ST. PAUL Al R STATION - DAY

A wal | -mount ed conputerized map of the United States and
Canada shows the area occupied by the ants. It runs from
Canada t hrough the Dakotas up to the border of M nnesota.

Jen, Aaron and Dr. Tol an pass through the room where a gaggl e
of TECHNI Cl ANS work at conputerized stations. The whol e
pl ace bustling with urgent activity.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - ST. PAUL Al R STATI ON - DAY

A |l arge screen closed circuit TV shows President C enens and
a teamof advisors in the situation room Jen, Aaron, Dr.
Tol an and a nunber of Air Force brass sit belowit around a
table. Dr. Tolan addressing the President.
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DR. TOLAN
... To sumit up, Madam President,
| ong term exposure to soil and water
sources contam nated with radiation
wr eaked havoc on the ants DNA causi ng
the gigantism The Form cas, the
only ants in the colony native to
Saskat chewan, are known to ensl ave
other ants. W believe they sonehow
came in contact with other, foreign
speci es, and incorporated theminto
their colony. Probably from sone
i ndi vidual's private collection.
VWat we're dealing with nowis a
"Supercol ony” - a giant famly of
ants that acts in unison

JEN
And to make many matters worse these
mut ati ons have accel erated all of
their biological functions. Not only
are they growing incredibly |arge but
they're al so reproduci ng new
generations at an astoni shing rate.

(checks wth Dr. Tol an)

Until recently, we believe the ants
were feeding on the dead bodi es of
previ ous generations, which explains
why they were able to get so |large
wi t hout being detected. Up to now
t hey' ve never had a reason to cone
to the surface.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Then why cone up now? Wat are they
after?

JEN
A new food source.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
You nean us.

A grimsilence fills the room Every eye on the President.
She lets themwait while she thinks. Finally...

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
So how do we stop then?

DR TOLAN
We have a difference of opinion on that.

He | ooks at Jen.
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JEN
Madam President, it's ny opinion
t hat conventional weapons will prove

futile.
A hubbub breaks out in the situation room

PRESI DNET CLEMENS
Are you saying we have to use nucl ear
weapons?

JEN
Yes, Ma'am | am

A dignified old man, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE BAI RD, breaks in.

SECRETARY BAI RD
That' s never going to happen on
Anerican soil.

JEN
It won't be Anerican soil for very
long if you don't stop them

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
And you, Dr. Tol an, you di sagree?

DR TOLAN
| can never recommend the use of
nucl ear weapons. Fromall evidence,
t he conventi onal weapons w ped out
the smal |l er, ol der generation of
ants. These |larger ants are
geonetrically nore chall engi ng but
still believe conventional weapons
will work. It will have to be a
massi ve effort, but it will work.

Presi dent d enens | ooks at one of her other ADVI SORS.

ADVI SOR
By last report the ants have overrun
Saskat chewan and North and South
Dakota. Regina, Bismarck and Pierre
are gone, with massive loss of |ife.
And a few hours ago the col ony crossed
over into M nnesota.

SECRETARY BAI RD
Vel |, Madam President. Wat are you
going to do?

The deci sion weighs heavily on the brow of the President.
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EXT. ELLSWORTH AFB - DAY
A line of Bl1-B Lancers prined for takeoff.

One of the sleek, swept-w ng bonbers tears down a RUNWAY and
soars into the air.

| NT. COMWWAND CENTER - ST. PAUL Al R STATION - DAY

The roomis filled with Air Force technicians, officers and
generals. The conputerized board on the wall shows synbols
i ndi cating planes nearing a RED AREA designating the ants.

Jen, Dr. Tolan and Aaron watch fromthe back of the room
AARON
(re: the pl anes)

Each synbol represents a squadron

Every squadron is tasked with its

own area on the grid to carpet bonb.
DR. TOLAN

Wi ch squadrons have ground

penetrating ordnance? It's vital we

col | apse the tunnels.

AARON
Al of them

EXT. MOUNT RUSHVORE - DAY

The iconic faces on Mount Rushnore, ants the size of dogs
clinmbing all over them In the sky... an array of bonbers
passes over head.

EXT. SKI ES AND LANDSCAPES - VARI QUS SHOTS -

- The scores of bonbers rel ease their payloads. Bl anketing
t he | andscape wi th expl osi ons.

- Large crowds of ants blasted to bits.

- Wave after wave of planes take off.... TRANSI TION TO
- SUNSET with the bonmbers rising into a fading blue sky.
| NT. COMMAND CENTER - ST. PAUL AIR STATION - N GHT

Jen, Aaron and Dr. Tolan watch the big board.

The synbols of the squadrons now deep within the RED AREA
mar ki ng the ants. Sone portions of the RED AREA TURN GRAY

JEN
What do those changes nean?
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AARON
The gray areas show where the ants
have been neutralized... This is
gonna' go on all night. You hungry?
JEN
St arved.
AARON

Dr. Tolan, want to join us for a
bite to eat?

DR. TOLAN
No, you two go ahead. | think Il
stick around awhil e.

JEN
So, where to?

AARON
| know t he perfect place.

EXT. MCDONALDS - N GHT
The gol den arches of a nei ghborhood McDonal ds.
| NT. MCDONALDS - SAME
Jen and Aaron sit down for a neal.
AARON
It's not what | had in mnd for our

first date but it's cheap, fast and
one of the few places open.

JEN
This is not a date. It's two col |l eagues
having a bite to eat. Besides, | |ove

McDonalds... Once in a while.

They eat in silence for a nonent, then Aaron blurts out:

AARON

You nmuch of a cook?
JEN

Not bad? Wy? What have you got in m nd?
AARON

Don't worry, |'mnot gonna' propose.

(slyly) _ _
Wul dn't dreamof it until | |east

had a taste of your cooking. Whatever
it is you d like to put out.
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Jen notes the double-entendre. She pulls her straw from her
soda. Slides her fingers over it then bends it in two.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(smling)
What ?

JEN
| didn't say anything.

After a quiet nonent.

JEN ( CONT' D)
So you're telling nme your wife |eft
you for a co-worker?

AARON
Yep.

JEN
Just 'cause you wanted to have ki ds?

AARON
That' s what she said.

JEN
| don't buy it.
(points a fry at him
There's sonething wong with you.

AARON
Yeah, | guess. Sonmethin' wong with
everyone, | suppose. If you | ook
cl ose enough... Way? You interested?
JEN

Nope. Not in the slightest.
But her eyes tell a different story.

M NUTES LATER

They exit MDonal ds. Pause next to an Air Force jeep. In
t he di stance the aerial bonbardnment |ights up the horizon.

EXT. SKY - NORTH DAKOTA - DAY

An M) 9 Reaper reconnai ssance drone flies over a DEVASTATED
LANDSCAPE

DRONE CAMERAS CLI CKI NG. .. LENSES TURNI NG ..
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ON THE GROUND

Far as the eye can see the broken earth is covered with the
burnt and shattered bodies of a mllion dog-sized ants.

MOVE DOWN. . . UNDERGROUND

Deep into the earth, into a CAVERN where a col ony of bats
bl ankets the walls. SQUEALING NO SES and the CLATTER of a
t housand ant tarsals disturb the silence.

The bats peel off the walls and swarm

A bat crawling on the cavern floor gets squashed under the
tarsal of a giant ant... GO WDE TO REVEAL the di mrounded
shapes of a horde of huge ants runbling through the dark.

EXT. ROOFTOP BAR - AI RPORT HI LTON - DAY

Jen sits with Dr. Tolan nursing a beer. A TV behind the bar
pl ayi ng a news conference where Defense Secretary Baird
addresses a group of reporters.

SECRETARY BAI RD (ON TV)
The initial reports comng in from
all sectors have confirned that the
ants have been conpletely destroyed.
A few stragglers here and there, but
our ground forces are nopping them
up. We're fully confident the carpet
bonbi ng canpai gn was a conpl ete
success and that no significant
popul ations of ants are left alive.

Dr. Tolan sm | es sardonically.

DR. TOLAN
That's a little premature, don't you
t hi nk?
Jen just sips her beer, her eyes sullen with concern.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
VWhat is it, Jen? Sonething wong?

JEN
No, just tired.

Dr. Tol an studies her a noment then checks his watch

DR. TOLAN
Hey, don't you have a plane to catch?
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JEN
"' m not going back... not with Aaron.
| booked a commercial flight for
| ater today.

DR TOLAN
Oh. .. Wy?

Jen conceal s her anbi val ence about Aaron behind a drink.

DR. TOLAN ( CONT' D)
He's probably waiting for you
downstairs right now

JEN
Yeah, probably.

DR. TOLAN
Aren't you gonna' tell hinf

JEN
VWhat for? He'll figure it out.

A nonent passes, Jen's conceal ed feelings out on a |inb.

DR. TOLAN
You know, Jenny, you can't hide
forever. One of these days you're
gonna' have to |l et soneone in.

JEN
Says who?

She gets up and wal ks away.
EXT. AIRPORT H LTON - DAY

G nger, Ang, Styx and Laxalt sit on a bench outside the hote
entrance. Turner behind them | eaning against a wall.

LAXALT

Hey, Ang. GCot a cigarette?
ANG

Sorry, man, |I'mall out.

Turner observes Laxalt for a noment. Pulls out a pack of
cigarettes and cones forward.

TURNER
Hey... Laxalt...

Laxalt | ooks up at Turner, ready for a gibe.
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TURNER ( CONT' D)
(offers the pack)
Take one of m ne.

It's a nmeani ngful gesture, an olive branch of sorts. Laxalt
takes a cig and Turner lights him Styx | ooks at Turner
W th new respect. Just then Aaron cones out of the hotel.

AARON
Any sign of Dr. Jackson?

G NGER
No, not yet, sir.

There's sonething broken in G nger's tone that strikes Aaron.

AARON
Hey, Canpos. Cone here.

He | eads G nger off to the side. Speaks confidentially.

AARON ( CONT' D)
| want you to know I was out of |ine
yesterday with that crack about Marbl es.

G nger drops her eyes, gathers herself. Looks up at Aaron.

G NGER
No, you weren't. | had it comn'. |
shoul d' ve told you right off about ne
and Ang. But these guys, you know...
they' ve gotten' under ny skin. They're
like famly now Al of 'em even
Turner... | just didn't wanna' | eave.

Aaron gets it. Respects it.

AARON
"Il see what | can do about putting
Ang into another unit on base.
(points affectionately)
But you stay put. I'mgettin' too
old to break in new officers.

G NGER
(dabbi ng her eye)
Shit, Col onel, nobody makes ne cry.
An Air Force VAN pulls up beside them and a DRI VER gets out.

VAN DRI VER
Col onel Wber?

Aar on acknow edges with a wave.
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AARON
Al'l right, everyone, here's our ride.

They all nove to the van.

G NGER
VWhat about Dr. Jackson?

AARON
(1 ooks around)
| don't know.
(to the Al rman)
Hey, hang on a mnute, wll ya'.

He heads into the HOTEL LOBBY where he nobves through a crowd.
No sign of Jen until she suddenly appears at his side.

AARON ( CONT' D)
There you are. You ready?

JEN
No, I'mstayin'. | think I'll stick
around awhile and help Dr. Tolan, see if
| can't get a | ook at one of the nests.

Aaron takes a nonent to inport the full neaning of this.

AARON

(di sappoi nt ed)
Ch, yeah. Sure. Well, | can't say
it's been fun, but... How 'bout we

get together for a beer when you get
back? One or two?

JEN
W'l see.

Aaron studies Jen tryin' to figure her out. She |ooks
distant, conflicted. He accepts it and let's her go.

AARON
Take care of yourself.

He touches her tentatively on the arm Turns and goes.

Jen follows himw th her eyes as he gets in the van and drives
off. Stares after himlong after he's gone.

| NT. ELEVATOR - Al RPORT HI LTON - DAY
Jen enters an el evator. Presses her floor, which doesn't

light up. She smacks it a fewtinmes. Breathes and tries to
rein in her tension.
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INT. JEN S ROOM - Al RPORT HI LTON - DAY
She steps into her roomand goes straight to the bed and
sits. Something heavy wei ghing her down. She gives into it
and falls back on the bed.
CUT TGO

AARON I N THE VAN

Gazi ng pensively out the wi ndow, no doubt thinking of Jen.
CUT TO
THE ROOFTOP RESTAURANT - DR TOLAN

Nursing a martini. A pretty waitress delivering his |unch.
EXT. COVWAND CENTER - ST. PAUL Al R STATION - DAY

Aaron's van turns off an access road and parks next to the
bui |l di ng, the C 145A Skytruck in sight out on the tarnac.

Aaron, his teamand driver step fromthe van. 1In the
foreground, a CRACK IN THE GROUND MOVES TOMNRD THEM UNNOTI CED,

DRI VER
(points to the pl ane)
There she is, Colonel. Al fueled up
and ready to go. Just log your flight
pl an and you'll be on your way.

Bef ore Aaron can answer the CRACK REACHES THEM AND THE GROUND
NEAR THE VAN SUDDENLY SPLI TS OPEN! The huge head of a Fire
ant pushes aside the concrete and the TEN- FOOT G ANT ANT
bursts out of the ground.

Aaron is stunned. So too the driver. He tries to run but
is grabbed instantly and rai sed SCREAM NG into the air

The ant darts back down the hole with the man. QO her ants,
all about the SIZE OF A CAR, cone out of the hole. Wgqggling
antennae. Running off at all angles across the airfield.

Aaron and his team back away fromthe ants, astonished.
Suddenly one turns toward them

AARON
C non!

Aaron throws open a building door and hustles his team i nside.
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| NT. COMMAND CENTER - ST. PAUL Al R STATION - DAY

They tear down a hallway and encounter a frightened airman
funbling with a key before a door marked "ARMORY"

Aaron shoves the airman aside and ki cks open the door.
Everyone pouring inside.

ASSAULT WEAPONS are pulled fromlockers. Loaded with
magazi nes. Aaron and his crew, now fully armed, head back
outside. Slipping out the exit nearest the van.

EXT. COVMAND CENTER - ST. PAUL Al R STATION - DAY

G ANT ANTS all over the place. SQUEALING LOUDLY. Creating
a buzz like a swarm of cicadas.

One of the giants rushes them Ang and Styx gun it down.

The frightened airman, behind the group, is suddenly lifted
into the air and BITTEN IN TWO by an ant atop the roof.

G nger wheels and pumels the ant with bullets!... Everyone
rushing to the van. GCetting in..

AARON DRI VI NG

G nger at his side. SPRAYI NG GUNFI RE out the w ndow

Ang and Styx in the back seat. Laxalt and Turner in the
seat behind. Bashing out the rear glass... FIR NG AVAY!

Aaron speeds across the TARMAC charged with adrenaline.
Weavi ng between ants. A Dorylus major heading straight for
themin a ganme of high-speed chicken..

G nger hops up in her wwndow. FIRES! And drops the beast,
which curls up in a ball.

Aaron whips around it. WMkes for the plane. Brings the van
to a skidding stop next to the w ng.

Everyone out. Into the plane. Aaron hesitating. Looking
into the distance. SEEING ..

The Airport Hlton dotted with giant ants.
He grabs G nger.

AARON
Get "emout of here! |'m staying!

He hops back in the van.
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G NGER
Col onel !

AARON
That's an order!

Aaron slans on the gas and takes off.

CUT TO
G NGER
Hustling into the COCKPI T. Flicking on swtches.
The propellers comng to life.
THE C145A SKYTRUCK
Turns onto a runway... Takes off... Flying over the ants..

And Aaron in the van racing away.

THE PLANE SOARS OVER M NNEAPOLI'S - ST. PAUL

The entire city under attack. Total havoc bel ow
Traffic janms. Crashed cars.

The tiny faint figures of people running, being carried off
by ants. The giant insects all through the streets.

EXT. RESTAURANT - Al RPORT HI LTON - DAY

Dr. Tolan eats his lunch in peace. Suddenly he notices a
commotion. People leaving their tables. Gathering at the
roof edge where they | ook out at the city.

INT. JEN'S ROOM - Al RPORT HI LTON - DAY

Jen in bed, dozing. FAINT NO SES di sturbing her. HORNS and
SIRENS. She gets up, curious, and goes to the bal cony. CQCut
the sliding glass door where she | ooks over the railing at...

A MASSI VE BULLDOG ANT clinbing straight toward her!

Jen SCREAMS! Turns and runs. The huge ant | oom ng behi nd
her, smashing through the glass door, nearly on her when she
flies out the door into the HALLWAY and runs for her life.

The powerful ant smashes through the wooden door and
surrounding drywall. Conmes out of a cloud of dust after Jen.

Wio tears down the hall. The SQUEALI NG giant in hot pursuit,
virtually filling the corridor.
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Jen stunbles around a corner. Gabs a fire extinguisher.
Sprays the ant as it nmakes the turn. Heaves the canister.

Then races toward a stairwell door. Slipping inside just
ahead of the ant that SMASHES into the steel fire door and
concrete wall .

STAI RAELL - Al RPORT HI LTON

Jen flies up the stairs three at a tine. Past a couple of
scared young nen descendi ng.

She bursts out onto the ROOF am d total chaos: People
SCREAM NG Ants racing to and fro. Terrified nen and wonen
fighting to get in the elevators, desperate to escape.

An ant runs by with a man held high overhead. Jen noves out
of the way... SEES..

A terrified nother hiding under a table holding her child.
Jen rushes to the nother. Gets her to her feet.

JEN
C non! Get out of herel

Jen | eads the wonan and her child to the stairs. Qi des
theminside then | ooks back for Dr. Tol an. SEES H M ..

Across the roof on the far side of the bar.

Jen scanpers toward him Hides behind a p

illar froma massive
ant. People's SCREAMS and SQUEALI NG ants filli

ing the air.

She makes it around the bar. Nearly to Dr. Tolan when he
turns, sees her and puts out his hand for her to stop.

Jen freezes. Stasis..
Dr. Tolan in his wheelchair, fearful for Jen

Jen perfectly still, understanding why... The antenna of an
ant visible above a storage roomnear Dr. Tol an..

DR. TOLAN S POV

Reveal s the ant ten feet away wiping flesh fromits mandi bl es.

In the next nonent. The ant |unges, snaps up Dr. Tolan, and
nose-di ves over the roof edge.

JEN ( CONT' D)
NOOOO!

Jen runs to the railing... SEES
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The ant al ready hal fway down the building and Dr. Tol an's
severed armfalling to the ground.

Jen | ooks away in horror. Quickly gathers her wits as a
HUGE ECI TON cones up over the roof edge.

Jen darts through the tables and dives over the bar. Lands
hard on the floor then sits up and puts her hand in a pool
of blood - a decapitated bartender right beside her.

Jen crawl s down the bar. Takes a breath, thinks... Then
gets an idea!

She goes through the bottles. G abs the two highest proofs..
a 151 rum and a Bal kan vodka. Stuffs rags in the bottles
and lights themw th bar matches.

She conmes out fromthe bar armed with the Ml otov cocktails.
Makes a dash for the stairs... A huge yellow ant suddenly

bl ocki ng her path. Jen heaves the Mol otovs... sets its head
on fire then sprints past the BURNING I NSECT into the stairs.

CUT TO

AARON

Driving wldly through the STREETS OF ST. PAUL, ants and
cars crisscrossing his path.

Terrified people running every which way. Ants pouncing on
them Picking themoff and carrying them away.

Aaron peels around a corner... the HOTEL just ahead... Wen
WHAM  An ant SLAMS into the van and flips it over, sends it
sliding across the road, SPARKS SHOOTI NG from under neat h.
Aaron spun around in the cab. Battered into a daze.

He shakes it off. Unfastens his belt and | ooks around for
his weapon... There in the back seat!

He reaches for it... when the wall of the van is suddenly
ri pped open by a BULLDOG ANT, its thick mandi bl es shreddi ng
the netal like tin foil.

Aaron kicks out the shattered wi ndshield. C anbers outside
just ahead of the ant's snapping jaws.

He gets to his feet and tears down the street...

Up to the HOTEL between pani cked peopl e rushing out.
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I NT. AIRPORT HI LTON - DAY

He bursts into the LOBBY am d total mayhem .. Peopl e running
pell-nmell... Ants crashing through wi ndows... Raiding..
Carryi ng people off.

Aaron | ooks to the elevators. One of them open. The back

end of an ant sticking out. The crowd inside under attack,
SCREAM NG

Suddenly Aaron is yanked asi de a nonent before an ant rushes
past himfrom behind. Saved by Jen hiding behind a pillar!

AARON
Jen! Thank God!

JEN
(totally breathless)
Aaron! \Wat're you doin' here!
AARON
(j ust as w nded)
| couldn't |eave you. Just
couldn't... C non!
They sprint to the entrance and run outsi de.
EXT. STREETS OF ST. PAUL - DAY

The two of themrun full speed down the sidewalk. Only
pausing to catch their breath or hide froman ant.

They cross a street jammed with crashed cars. Duck into the
doorway of a brick building.

AARON
Hang on.... Don't nove. 1'Ill be
ri ght back!
Aaron sprints away.
Jen too tired to argue.
He darts across the street into a GUN STORE

Jen takes a breath. Looks around. SEES... A SUZUK
MOTORCYCLE DEALERSHI P across the intersection

I NT. GUN STORE - DAY

Aaron takes a shotgun off the rack. Loads it and fills his
pockets with boxes of shells.
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EXT. GUN STORE - DAY
Aaron conmes outside and | ooks for Jen. Nowhere in sight.
Crestfallen, he hustles across the street to the brick
buil ding. Peers inside... VOOOOMVM
Aaron turns to Jen behind himon a Suzuki Hayabusa notorcycle.

JEN
VWhat are you waitin' for! Get on!

Aaron hops on the back then is suddenly yanked off. TWO BIG
DUDES trying to take the bike. They grab Jen. Bad idea!

In a whirlwnd of notion Jen throws Dude 1 onto his back
Strikes Dude 2 then grabs his chin and sweeps himhard to

the ground, smashing his head agai nst the pavenent. Knocking
hi m col d, maybe dead, Jen doesn't bother to check.

She junps on the bike. Spins it to Aaron.

Wo clinmbs on... And WHOOMMM ... They ride off.

THROUGH THE STREETS

Weavi ng anong crashed cars. R ding onto the sidewal k and
back into the street. Narrowy escaping ants and collisions
wi th people and cars.

They get in the clear when Jen suddenly brakes the bike and

junps off... a group of ants closing in.
AARON
VWhat the hell! Jen!

Jen runs up to a pen that holds a group of dogs and rel eases
themfrom "Joe's Doggy Day Care".

Aaron | ooks back at the group of ants nearly upon them

AARON ( CONT' D)
Hurry!

Jen lets the last dog out. Cones back and hops on the bike.

Aaron blasts an arriving ant with the shotgun just as Jen
opens the throttle and speeds away.

Fl yi ng down a PROVENADE al ong the banks of the M ssissippi.

AARON ( CONT' D)
(shouts in Jen's ear)
We gotta' cross the river to get
outta' town!
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Jen weaves the bike onto the street closing in on the ROBERT
STREET BRI DGE

She turns onto the access road... SEES Both | anes of the
bri dge packed with ants.

She swerves away. Back down the road.
Ri des parallel to the river looking for a place to cross.
Up ahead a BRI DGE OF | NTERLOCKI NG ANTS spans the M ssi ssi ppi .

More ants conme down a street at an angle to her. Ohers
gat hered ahead of her beyond the ant bridge.

JEN
Hang on!
AARON
(aware of her plan)
What are you doin'! No!... Don't!

Are you crazy!
Jen opens up the bike and TURNS STRAI GHT FOR THE ANT BRI DGE. . .
She rides up it... Speeding over the backs of ants.

Aaron holding tight with one arm bouncing al ong, the shotgun
ainmed out in front of them

An ant neets them on the bridge.
Aaron FIRES!'... Blows a hole in the bug' s head.

Jen skirting the body. Cresting the insect bridge. Heading
down the other side into a pile of ants.

Jen guns the bike... Pulls off the bridge and JUWS!. ..

TH RTY FEET THROUGH THE AIR  Landing on the far bank..
wobbling... recovering... Dopplering away at high speed from
the nultitude of ants.

EXT. M DWESTERN CI TIES - DAY - VAR QUS SHOTS

A brief MONTAGE shows the M dwest in panic:

Packed hi ghways. Jammed city streets.

Frantic famlies in suburban nei ghborhoods | oadi ng cars.

QG her cities under attack. Ants ruling the streets.

LANDMARKS AND SI GNS convey the broad extent of the regional
evacuation: Wth the chaos WE SEE...
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- The ST. LOUI'S ARCH covered with Form cas.
- A "DES MONI ES" highway sign rising out of an ocean of ants.
- An upended "WELCOVE TO OVAHA" bil | board besi de an ant nound.

An ARMY CONVOY notoring toward the front. Abrans tanks.
Mobile artillery. Troop trucks.

An AR BASE fully nobilized..

- Ordnance stacked on | oaders.
- F-15 and F-22 jet fighters fuel ed.
- Alead Bl taking off at the head of a Iine of bonbers.

The total inpression is one of unraveling civil order and a
nation nobilizing for war.

EXT. PETERSON AFB - COLORADO SPRI NGS - DAY

CHRI STI ANE AMANPOUR in front of a building with an inposing
mar bl e sign out front: "HEADQUARTERS NORAD AND USNORTHCOM' .

CHRI STI ANE AMANPOUR
: and CNN can now confirmthat
President Cenmens is in route from
Washi ngton to NORAD Headquarters
here in Col orado Springs. Once she
arrives she is expected to coordinate
defense efforts with NORAD commanders,
Def ense Secretary Baird and ot her
speci al advisors. A massive mlitary
nmobi | i zation is taking place across
the entire Mdwest in order to try
and stemthe tide of the giant ant
i nvasi on whi ch appears to be grow ng
| arger by the hour. Units of the
1st Arnored Division--

EXT. PLAINS - DAY - AERI AL VI EW

O the quilted green plains of Nebraska pinpled with the
mounds of a HUNDRED ANT NESTS. The industrious insects,
tiny fromthis height, are everywhere.

| NT. C 145A - DAY
Laxalt | ooks out his wi ndow at the nightmarish phenonenon.
LAXALT

Look at that. There must be a mllion
of those giant bastards.
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Styx peers out the wi ndow then settles back in his seat.
STYX
You know sonethin', I'mstartin' to
wonder if we're gonna' | ose.

Turner dozes in the seat behind them Bal anci ng down the
aisle cones Ang with two cups of coffee. He enters the FLIGHT
DECK where G nger flies the plane.

ANG
Hey, how ' bout a hot coffee?

G NGER
You read ny m nd.

Ang sits in the co-pilot seat. Blows into his hands.

ANG
Cets cold up here, doesn't it.

He | ooks out at the featureless terrain.

ANG ( CONT' D)
VWere we goin' ?

G NGER
Col orado Springs. NORAD. Orders
canme through a half hour ago.

ANG
Any word on the Col onel ?

G NGER
No. No one's heard a thing.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - BEYOND ST. PAUL - DAY -
The Hayabusa flies down an isolated stretch of road.

JEN DRI VES THE Bl KE

Concentrating on the road. Aaron taps her shoul der and points
to a radio tower rising out of the plain.

EXT. RURAL Al RFI ELD - DAY

Jen halts the bike before a shack-like building. An old
Cessna 172 sitting off by itself. Dust and silence.

| NT. CONTROL ROOM - RURAL Al R FI ELD - DAY

Aaron searches a desk with drawers. Cones up with a key.
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AARON
We're in luck. Now let's hope we
have fuel

He goes back outside to the Cessna. Jen gets a cup of water
froma dispenser. Notices her bl oodstained hand.

She enters a closet-li ke BATHROOM \Washes off the dead
bartender's bl ood.

Stares at the rose-colored water swirling down the drain.

A line of Carpenter ants marches along the windowsill. Jen
wat ches them a nonent, then reaches out and snmashes the | ot.

EXT. RURAL Al RFI ELD - DAY
Jen cones outside and joins Aaron who inspects the pl ane.
AARON
She's got plenty of fuel... They
must have left in an awful hurry.
(1 ooks in the distance)
Wonder why they didn't fly? Probably
couldn't fit everyone in.
He turns to Jen who just stands there staring at him

AARON ( CONT' D)
What ?

JEN
You cane back for ne.

They share a nmonent. No words. Just an understandi ng.
CUT TO
THE CESSNA 172 TAKI NG OFF

Rising into the pastel bands of an end of day sky.
I NT. CESSNA 172 - N GHT

Aaron flies through pitch darkness, his handsonme face | ooking
careworn in the dimlight of the instrunment panel. Jenis
asl eep beside him She wakes up, a bit groggy.

JEN
How | ong was | out?

AARON
Most of the flight.
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JEN
VWhere are we?

AARON
Col or ado.

He points to yellow lights in the darkness bel ow.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Peterson Air Force Base. And you're
not gonna' believe who's waitin' for
you down there.

Of Jen's |ook...
EXT. PETERSON AFB - COLORADO SPRI NGS - N GHT

Aaron's Cessna 172 drops out of the sky and | ands. Taxis
past AlR FORCE ONE parked off the runway.

I NT. AIR FORCE ONE - NI GHT

Jen and Aaron board the aircraft. Travel a corridor to a
RECEPTI ON AREA.  Seni or Agent approachi ng.

SENI OR AGENT
Dr. Jackson. Colonel. Right this way.

| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - AIR FORCE ONE - NI GHT

ON TELEVI SION: A nighttime shot of a huge traffic jamat the
U S. - Mexico border

TV REPORTER (V. Q)
The mass exodus of Anmericans has
over whel nred Mexi can officials.

PULL BACK to reveal President Cenens, Secretary Baird and
several ADVI SCRS wat ching the report.

Jen and Aaron are escorted in and seated across fromthe
Pr esi dent and her advi sors.

TV REPORTER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
In spite of this President Vasquez
has pl edged his country's ful
cooperation with the American
evacuation efforts, reaffirm ng today
his country's open door policy toward
all Anerican refugees--

The President turns off the TV. Looks at Jen and Aaron.
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PRES|I DENT CLEMENS
Rather ironic isn't it? W wants a
wal | now?

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
Dr. Jackson... Do you know t he
wher eabouts of Dr. Tolan? W can't
seemto | ocate him

JEN

Paul Tolan didn't nmake it out of St. Paul.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Oh,... I'msorry to hear that. |
understand you two were quite close,
that he was your nentor. M
condol ences on your | oss.

JEN
Thank you, Madam President. His
death is a great loss for us all

A brief respectful silence, then..

Jen | ooks

Pr esi dent

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Bef ore we begin there's sonething
I"d like you to understand. | have
all the mlitary advice | need.
(i ndicates Baird, her advisors)

But what | lack, what | need from
you now, is a better understanding
of these creatures. |In particular,

any weaknesses.
at Aaron, the advisors, the President.

JEN
| don't know that there are weaknesses,
Madam President. These nutated ants
have brought together sonme uni que
characteristics that are going to
make them nearly inpossible to stop.

Cl enmens' greatest fears cloud her face.

JEN ( CONT' D)
First, as | nentioned before, they're
reproducing at an incredible rate.
Much faster than a normal |ife cycle.
And a single "normal" queen can | ay
as many as three hundred mllion
eggs in her lifetine.

( MORE)
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JEN ( CONT' D)
| can't even begin to cal cul ate what
one of these queens m ght do. And
this colony nost certainly has
mul ti pl e queens.

SECRETARY BAI RD
How do you know t hat ?

JEN
Dr. Tolan and | were able to identify
at | east eight different species
that the Form cas have incorporated
into the colony. Each species wll
have its own queen

She pauses. Reorgani zes her thoughts.

JEN (CONT' D)
(to the President)
You can't think of them as individual
ants. This supercolony is like a
single organism Every one of these
mllions of ants is working in unison.
They nove, think, and act as one.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
VWat if we kill the queens? WII
that stop then?

JEN
Probably not. All these ants we're
seeing are fenmales. No drones, nales,
have been sighted. But they nust be
there. So even if we kill the current
gqueens other non-fertile femal es
will just becone fertile and mate
with the nal es.

A heavy pall falls over the room

JEN ( CONT' D)
Are you still reluctant to use the
nucl ear option?

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Yes, if there's any other way.

JEN
At this point all | can suggest is
that you hold themoff. Deny them
their food source.

( MORE)
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JEN ( CONT' D)
As large as they are, their |arvae,
which feed only on protein, wll
pl ace trenendous demands on the col ony
to provide enough food to sustain
them |If you can keep it fromthem
perhaps the colony will eventually
starve itself out.

President C enens |ooks to the Secretary of Defense.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Can we do that?

SECRETARY BAI RD
Every available wing and division is
now in place. W're fully prepared
to stemtheir advance and | aunch a
full scale counterattack

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Then | suggest we get on with it.
W have a country to take back

| NT. NORAD COVWVAND - PETERSON AFB - DAY

This isn't the nucl ear hardened center under Cheyenne Muntain
but it |ooks just the sane.

A dozen conputerized and HD screens high on the walls.
Upwar ds of twenty technicians and brass at their stations
buried behind walls of electronic equipnment and conputers.

"WE HAVE THE WATCH' A roomlength sign painted on the wall.

President Clenens sits in the catbird seat watching the show,
Jen, Aaron, Baird, her advisors and generals all around her.

SECRETARY BAI RD
Madam President, the B-1s are now
in position.
CUT TO

A B-1 BOVBER I N FLI GHT

PI LOT and CO PILOT | ooking |ike bugs thenselves with their
oversi zed bl ack visors and oxygen nasks.

PI LOT
W ng command, we are over target.
Proceeding with drop.

CONTROLLER (V. Q)
Roger that.



81.
Pl LOT
Al right guys... let '"emhave it.
BOH CA you ugly bastards!

JEN - | N NORAD COVIVVAND

Listens to the pilot chatter, turns to Aaron.

JEN
Bohi ca?

AARON
Bend over, here it cones.

SVASH CUT TO THE B-1 BOMBERS

Droppi ng their payl oad...

The ants anong their nounds... Bonbs detonating all over

the place. Ants and nest-tops blown to smthereens. A great
cacophony of EXPLOSI ONS and SQUEALI NG ANTS.

| NT. B-1 BOMBER - DAY

The co-pilot checks a screen lit up like a Christnmas tree -
a hundred tiny lights showi ng objects on radar.

CO PI LOT
Maj or, multiple bogies! Gound floor!
CUT TO
A GREAT SWARM OF DRONES
Flying toward the aircraft. The pilot spotting them
Pl LOT
God-dam. .. VWATCH-I T!
CO PI LOT
NO!
WHAM'!  The plane is slamed by a drone... three nore hitting

it inthe blink of an eye. The plane drops. Loses altitude.
Drones all over it like lions on prey.

It spirals out of sight.

Hits the deck and rai ses a FI REBALL

THE WHOLE W NG

Now under attack. The SKY FILLED W TH DRONES. Thousands of
them Smashing into bonbers. Sacrificing thenselves.
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The pl anes FI RING WEAPONS to keep themoff. Wth all the
ef fecti veness of shooting at rain. There's sinply too many
of them

Far off, in other parts of the sky, CLOUDS OF DRONES engul f
ot her squadrons. The B-1s cone down, one after another
crashing to the ground.

THE PRESI DENT

Turns to Jen.
JEN
The drones. The colony's | earned
how to fight the planes.
CUT TGO

F-15 EAGLES AND A-10 THUNDERBOLTS

Crui sing over a | andscape in tight formation two hundred
feet in the air. They soar over ground forces with a
THUNDEROUS ROAR. Men on the ground CHEERI NG t hem on.

CUT TO

AN ANT ARWY

Bl anketing a wide open plain. A line of fighters and A-10s
approaching i nches off the horizon. On top of us in an
instant. Bonbs and m ssiles raining dowmn! BLASTING t he
hell out of the ants!

A SECOND WAVE appears. Sweeps in and... SOARS OVER THE HORDE
OF ANTS.

Qdont omachus bauri, huge JUMPER ANTS, press their mandi bl es
to the earth. Snap themrapidly and CATAPULT | NTO THE AIR

Fl i pping end over end up to the level of the planes. Crowding
the airspace with their bodies.

The F-15s and A-10s plowinto theml BAM BAM BAM
Disintegrating the ants. But going down thensel ves in huge
balls of fire and twi sted netal.

Al'l over the sky high speed head-ons take down the pl anes.

THE PRESI DENT

Stares with disbelieving eyes at the ingenuity of the ants.
Air Force officers around her SHOUTI NG COMVANDS.



83.
AD- LI BBED COMVANDS

Pull up!... Get "emout of there!..
Squadron | eader, abort your attack!
Abort!. ..

THE BATTLEFI ELD

Is littered with crashed planes, fires and dead ants. And
still nore ants keep com ng.

A whol e section of plain covered by a | egion of BULLDOG ANTS.
ECI TONS, Arny ants, clinbing up out of holes.

DRI VER ANTS spread over the ground |ike roots froma tree.
GOLD PHARACHS and BLACK FORM CAS ner gi ng HUGE BATTALI ONS.

From across the plains, over hills and out of the ground,
the endl ess nultitude of ants keeps com ng.

| NT. NORAD - DAY

Jen turns desperately to Aaron.

JEN
| have to go up there!
AARON
Are you out of your m nd?
JEN
Look, | belong in this fight. It's

the only reason |I'mhere. Now up
there I could see things, |earn things
and do a helluva' lot nore than

can standi ng here!

Aaron weighs it.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Aaron, you can't stop ne. |If you
don't take ne. I'Ill find soneone

who will!
ON_AARON
Faced with an i npossi bl e choice.
SMASH CUT TO
THE VWHI RLI NG BLADES OF A UH- 60 BLACKHAWK HELI COPTER

Aaron's teamon board. Loaded down w th weapons.
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Aaron and Jen run up to the chopper in a crouch. dinb in
under the DEAFENI NG DOAMNWASH. .. Styx greeting Jen

STYX
(over the noise)
C non, Doc, you're next to ne!

He hel ps her to a seat and fastens her belt. @ nger gives
her an okay sign. Laxalt, a wave.

TURNER
(leans in, smles)
Hey, Doc. Anybody ever tell you
you' re crazy.

AARON
Yeah, ne!...
(to the pilot)
Al right, let's go!
The Bl ackhawk takes off and heads into the fight.
EXT. BATTLEFI ELD - GREAT PLAI NS

A beautiful day. Blue skies, puffy white clouds, a sprawing
w ndswept pl ain.

A colorful oriole forages for food in the |ow grass. Takes
to the air and |l ands on the barrel of an M1 Abrans tank.

A FRONT LI NE of nmen and weaponry as far as the eye can see.
A nodern day hi gh noon where a nechani zed arny of nen faces
of f against a nultitude of giant ants.

PAN ALONG THE GRIM FACES OF THE MEN. Their eyes fixed on
the wi de open pl ain.

A dark line in the distance. Shimrering like a mrage. A
SQUEALI NG SOUND com ng before it, grow ng | ouder and LOUDER

CUT TO
BACK AREA - ARTI LLERY POSI TI ON

An array of howtzers and H MARS (high nobility artillery),
fire-ready rockets and mssiles on flatbed trucks.

FRONT LI NE

An officer with binoculars spies the eneny...

POV Bl NOCULARS - THE FRONT LI NE OF THE ANTS

The | eadi ng edge of an arny of black, red and gold ants.
The HUGE MAJORS st andi ng out anong the swarm
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The officer | owers the binocul ars.
OFFI CER
(to radi oman)
Commence fire.

AN ARRAY OF HOW TZERS

Open fires in rapid succession - BOOV BOOV BOOV BOOV BOOM

Heavy shells rain in on the ant position. MASSIVE FI REBALLS
pummel i ng the ants. BLASTI NG huge cavities anong their ranks.

Soldier ants incinerated in the flanes. Ripped to shreds by
t he concussive force.

AN OVERVI EW

O the tidal wave of ants flooding the plain. Their
rel entl ess nomentum unaffected by their | osses.

ABRAMS TANKS AND ARMORED VEHI CLES

Open FIRE! The air charged with the BOOM of tank cannons!
The BARK of machi ne guns... BAP- BAP- BAP- BAP- BAP!

Shells, bullets and tracers fill the space between the |ines.
A blizzard of hot steel greeting the ants. Engulfing them
in a WALL OF FIRE

Thousands of ants are killed, but as one falls two nore take
its place. dinbing over the burning bodies, in and out of
the craters...

A teem ng, SQUEALI NG juggernaut of ants that closes on the
men and smashes into their front |ine.

The nmen fight like lions..
Bl asting away w th weapons.

Firing M72 LAWrockets and RPGs. But the ants overmatch them
with speed and ferocity. Wole platoons are torn apart.

Chonped by mandi bl es. I npaled by stingers.

Ten-foot | ong EXPLODI NG ANTS burst out of the ground anong
the troops. Their swollen bodies pul sati ng, DETONTATI NG
Form c acid spraying the nen, burning holes in the vehicles.

Junper ants cone tunbling out of the sky |ike six-Iegged
paratroopers. Crash-landing anong the troops. CRUSH NG
THEM W eaki ng havoc.
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Massive Bull dog ants barrel into the front |ine, smashing
through it, snapping up nmen in their |ong mandi bl es.

Bl ack Form cas joining them Shooting geysers of formc
acid fromtheir ABDOVEN S. Showering death anong the nen.

The tide of mass nurder turns against the soldiers, the ants
with the upper hand. And unlike their eneny, the nen know
fear. Many turn and run. Only to be caught and torn apart.

Bradl ey fighting vehicles and sixty ton tanks attacked.
Covered by ants in fractions of a second. Lifted by teans
of ants pushing in unison. Flipped over onto horrified
soldiers too cl ose behind.

EXT. SKY - DAY

Two squadrons of APACHE and BLACKHAWK HELI COPTERS in flight.
| NT. BLACKHAWK -

Jen, Aaron and teamon troop seating between two w ndow
GUNNERS manni ng nounted M 60 machi ne guns. Everyone in body
arnmor. Al but Jen arnmed to the teeth.

They fly over the BATTLEFI ELD. The bl oody chaos. Qunners
SPI TTI NG HOT LEAD anong the ants.

Suddenly a drone drops out of the sky. Ains right for them
A gunner pivots. FIRES! Blows it away.

More drones descend anong the choppers. Now an air to air
conbat engagenent. Apaches and Bl ackhawks FIRING at will...
machi ne guns and Hellfire m ssiles.

Kam kazi drones swoopi ng and diving. Snmashing into choppers.
Knocki ng several out of the sky.

AARON AND CREW

Part of the fight. Firing M4s at incom ng drones. Wen
VWHAM A drone slans into the Blackhawk's tail. Expl odes
li ke a water-balloon. SEVERI NG THE REAR ROTOR fromthe tail.

Jen and Aaron thrown to the floor. A gunner tossed fromthe
chopper. A long fall to his death.

The aircraft spinning. Tilting..

Jen sliding toward an open door. Caught at the | ast second
by Aaron. Hi's one hand holding a seat brace - the other

cl asping Jen. Dangling. The tunultuous battle two hundred
feet bel ow.
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Aaron grimaces, fully stretched in a Hercules pull.
Jen hanging on for dear life.
The chopper spinning.
The pilot working frantically to regain control

Jen hol di ng on desperately with one hand. Reaching with the
other. Gabbing Aaron's wrist.

Suddenl y anot her DRONE BARES DOMWN ON HER. C osing fast!
Two hundred feet, one hundred... fifty... ten!

BALM BLAM BLAM Ang fires fromthe chopper floor.
Destroys the ant.

He crawl s over to Jen and hel ps Aaron pull her inside.

BLACKHAWK PI LOT

Fighting the descent. Losing. The chopper falling. WIdly!
WHAM It crashes hard onto the earth. A huge cloud of dirt
thrown into the air.

OQUT OF THE DUST CLOUD

Comes Aaron, Jen, Turner, Ang, G nger and Styx... the pilot
hobbling after them

They run for their lives, besieged by the din of battle..
BARKI NG MACHI NE- GUNS, BOOM NG EXPLOSI ONS, WHI RLI NG CHOPPERS
and the constant EAR- Pl ERCI NG SQUEALS OF THE ANTS.

They stagger past a nound. Cone face to face with a group
of RED G ANTS.

Laxalt open fires with an M4. Fights |ike a nman possessed.
Charging the ants. Avenging his husband. Shooting the
bastards from poi nt bl ank range!

The whole teamfighting as one. Formng a circle. Shooting
at ants all around them

The pilot using his pistol. Suddenly snatched by a Fire
ant. Held upside down and stung in the face. Hi s heads
swells with burning venom Literally nelts before our eyes.
The ant zips away wth the body. Qut of sight in an instant.
Aaron blows away the last two Fire ants. \Waves everyone on.

AARON
Thi s way!
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He runs toward an abandoned GROALER, a dune buggy-like jeep
St ops and shoots an ant.

Turner and Styx cover the rear. Shooting as they run. Styx
stunbles. Ants closing in.

Turner runs back. Guards Styx and fires up at the ants.

Styx grabs his weapon. Springs to his feet. Turns to find
Turner surrounded by ants, w elding his weapon |ike a club.

He BASHES IN the head of an ant. GCets seized. Hauled into
the air. Torn linb fromlinb by other ants.

Styx fires a blast. Turns and runs.

Catches up to the others fighting around the Gower. G nger
letting the ants have it. Mw ng them down with precise
BURSTS ai ned at their heads.

She runs out of ammo - reloads. Suddenly grabbed on the arm
by a bl ack Form ca.

G NGER
AHHH!
The ant drags her across the ground... noves in for the kill.
Ang SEES IT... Fires... CLICK-CLICKI Qut of ammo.

He draws his knife. Rushes up. And slices through the arm
raising Gnger to the nouth. Gnger falls, SEES..

Ang snatched up in the jaws. Huge mandi bles biting his waist.

G NCER ( CONT' D)
Ang!

Ang gives her a last ook, all his love in his eyes. He
pulls out a grenade. Blows hinself and the ant to bits.

Aaron makes it to the GROMER Leaps on top. Fires in a
circle to fend off the ants.

AARON
GET I N

Laxalt shields Jen into the jeep. Styx right behind them

Aaron spins the G ower around. Puts it between G nger and
a couple of ants.

Laxalt and Styx gun the ants down. Help G nger in. And
Aaron pulls away.
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Drives |like a madman between rovi ng ants.

Al of a sudden a A ANT MAJOR cones out of nowhere and
SNATCHES JEN RI GHT OQUT OF HER SEAT!

Aaron throws the Gower into a spin. Looks back and SEES. .
The Major racing off with Jen held high overhead.
Aaron slans the gas. Speeds after her.

Raci ng across the plain. Waving anong the ants. H's crew
FIRING fromall angles at the maraudi ng insects.

THE SPEEDOVETER CLI MBS - H TS 70!

The ant still outpacing them But then it stops and touches
anot her ant and Aaron cl oses the di stance.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Shoot the | egs!

G nger and Styx... Alm FIRE! H T THE BULL' S- EYE!
Two | egs bl own away. The ant drops.

Jen slammed hard to the ground... She grabs a stone. SMASHES
a tarsi. Breaks free! And staggers to her feet.

Aaron arriving. Braking. Throwing up a wall of dust. Styx
and G nger riddling the Major with bullets.

Laxalt leaps out. Helps Jen into the jeep.

Aaron spins the Gower. Fishtails away. Drives in a w nding
path through the ants... Escaping.

DI SSOCLVE TO
| NT. NORAD COMVAND CENTER - NI GHT
A conputerized board showi ng the disposition of U S. forces.
Suddenly the whol e board goes BLACK. The other boards and
HD tel evisions go off one by one.
A technician near the door flicks off swtches. Pauses and
| ooks around the vacant command center with the big sign on
the wall: "WE HAVE THE WATCH"
He flicks a last switch and everythi ng goes dark.
EXT. RUNVAY - PETERSON AFB - NI GHT

Air Force One rises majestically into the night.



90.
I NT. GUEST SECTION - AIR FORCE ONE - N GHT

Jen and Aaron with Laxalt, G nger and Styx, all that's left
of the crew, sitting in the back of the plane.

Aaron dozes. Cones awake to the sound of soneone SOBBI NG

G nger off by herself weeping. Aaron conmes and sits beside
her. Wthout a word she | eans over and puts her head on his
shoul der. Takes confort from her commander, her friend.

Jen observes this. Turns and |ooks into the eyes of Styx
across fromher sitting stone-like under a mantle of grief.
No words. Just a nonent. Then..

STYX
You know I'I|l never figure out people.
Turner was one of those good ole
boys cut fromthe Confederate fl ag.
Hi s grandfather was a goddam
Kl ansman. And he does sonet hi ng
i ke that.

JEN
Maybe that's the one thing that truly
unites us - we're all unpredictable.

| NT. PRESI DENT' S OFFI CE - AIR FORCE ONE - NI GHT

President Cenens sits alone having a drink. Feet up. Head
back. Photos and reports on the table at her feet. She
thinks a nonent. Presses an intercomon a table beside her.

PRESI|I DENT CLEMENS
Donal d?

SENI OR AGENT (V. Q)
Yes, Madam Presi dent ?

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Ask Dr. Jackson to cone up here,
will you. | need to speak to her.

SENI OR AGENT (V. Q)
Yes, ma' am

MOVENTS LATER

Atired Jen settles in across fromthe President.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Sorry to call you up here at this
hour. How 'bout a drink?
(reads the bottle)
Thirty-year-old Scotch?
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JEN
(wearily)
|'d | ove one.

The President pours her a gl ass.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Tell me sonmething... Jen. VWy'd you
becone a scientist? Wat drove you
to pursue your profession?

Jen thinks about, then..

JEN
Curiosity, | guess. | always wanted
to know t hings, especially about nature.

The President studies her with a gaze. Seeking sonething
deeper, nore intinmate.

JEN ( CONT' D)
And if |I'"mhonest with nyself, a
burning desire to prove "emall wong.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Sounds |i ke a wonan | know.

The two womren refl ect a nonent . Vi ew one anot her across a
bri dge of common experi ence.

President C enens picks up a report.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
As Commander in Chief of this country
| have at ny disposal over five thousand
attack aircraft including drones. And
in one day of fighting these ants
we've | ost forty percent of them
|'ve had to recall the carrier groups
in order to replenish our planes.

She tosses the report back on the table.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
W' ve probably killed a mlIlion of
"em and barely nmade a dent in their
nunbers. They're com ng up all over
the M dwest.

She | ooks at Jen with desperation haunting her eyes.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
How | ong do we have?
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JEN
Not long. At this rate they'll take
over North and South Anerica before
the year's out. Soon after that the

queens will cross the Atlantic. In
a few years they'll cover the world.
Cvilization wll end, and any humans

left will just be small pockets of
popul ations hiding fromthe ants.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
So where does that | eave us?

JEN
Wth the unthi nkabl e.

President C enens holds Jen in her gaze.

EXT. COUNTRYSI DE - NI GHT

Thin silvery clouds scud across the ceiling of a noonlit

sky. A beautiful valley below, where through a veil of |ight
and shadow we see a | andscape teemng with giant ants.

Wnd blows. Sudden silence. Then the GREAT WH TE FLASH of
a hydrogen bonb.

The massive fireball turns night into day. |Its ROARI NG
EXPLOSI ON and SUPERSONI C SHOCK WAVE anni hil ating the ants.

In the distance gl ow ng nushroom cl ouds rise up through the
dark skies all across the countryside.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE - DAY - ESTABLI SH

The famliar residence at 1600 Pennsyl vani a Avenue.

| NT. PRESS BRI EFI NG ROOM - VWH TE HOUSE - SAME

Jen and Aaron sit against a back wall in a roomfull of

reporters. The nood is light, alnost cel ebratory. Casual
conversations and pockets of |aughter.

JEN
What happens after this?

AARON
Well, if we've killed themall, I'm
goin' hone.

JEN

| | ose ny bodyguard?
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AARON
Uh-huh. Unless you' d like to be
escorted to an Italian restaurant.

JEN
| hate Italian.

AARON
Nobody hates Italian. You're just
scar ed.

JEN

On to nme, huh?

AARON
Fromthe start.

Seni or Agent wal ks in and cones over to Jen.

SENI OR AGENT
Dr. Jackson, please cone with ne.

Jen gives Aaron a "Wat now?" Look. Gets up and | eaves.
| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY - OVERHEAD SHOT -

The Great Seal of the United States on the floor. The
President at a wi ndow gazing outside. Jen entering.

ON THE PRESI DENT, stern. Gave. Now seated at her desk
wi th Jen standing before her like a disciplined pupil.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
At this nmoment ny staff is canceling
the press briefing. Instead, tonight
| will address the entire nation.

Jen's face darkens with a dreadful sense of what's to cone.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS ( CONT' D)
Qur nucl ear weapons did not stop
them W killed a great many on the
surface and col |l apsed nests in the
softer soils. But it appears the
majority of the nests, according to
our top geologists, are built deep
inside the Md-Continental R ft which
runs from Lake Superior as far down
as Gkl ahoma and Al abama. A sort of
natural bonb shelter made of rock

JEN
(breat hes out)
Ch, ny Cod.
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PRESI DENT CLEMENS
It appears you were right. I'mtold
if we had gone nucl ear earlier, before
they reached the rift, we would have

destroyed them | just wanted to
tell you that in person. | think
owe you that.

JEN
Madam President, |I'msorry. Perhaps

if | would have...

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
No. Please, Doctor Jackson, don't...
You gave me the right advice. It
was ny decision not to listen to
you. Mne alone. Let's just |eave
it at that.

I NT. JEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Jen sits alone in the dark listening to Dido's "Wiite Flag".
The President's address on the TV - vol unme down.

The doorbell RINGS. Jen answers. Aaron in civilian clothes
bearing gifts: a take-out dinner.

AARON
Hey. Surpri se.

JEN
How d you know where | |ived?

AARON
Mlitary Intelligence is not really
an oxynoron.
She opens the door for himto cone in.

JEN
Rem nd ne to sue 'em

Aaron | ooks around the dark room Not es t he nournful tune.

AARON
That bad, huh?
JEN
Not so bad. | just brought about

the end of the world.

AARON
(gently chides her)
Al by yoursel f?



Jen registers the comment's kind intent. Half-smles.

AARON ( CONT' D)

| know it's hardly the right tine,

but . ..
(hol ds up the food)

... | wanted to have dinner with
you. And the way things are going

tonight's ny |ast chance.

have to

report in the norning. 1'm being

reassi gned.

There is a nonent, a decision at hand.

JEN

This rem nds ne of a gane |

used to

play with nmy girlfriends at our
sl unber parties. "What would you do
if it was your last night on Earth?"

AARON
Yeah. And what was that?

Jen noves a little cl oser.

JEN

Even at sixteen it had nothing to do

w th food.

Aaron puts down the take-out and kisses her.

| NT. BEDROOM - JEN S APARTMENT - DAY

The norning after. Jen and Aaron asleep. Jen gets up,

warmy at Aaron and | eaves the room

L1 VI NG ROOM
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| ooks

She feeds her gerbils. Plops down on the couch with a cup

of coffee and turns on the television.

ON TV - A REPORTER ON ANDREWS AFB

REPORTER

...out West, Salt Lake City and Santa
Fe have been evacuated. Here in the
East, C ncinnati, Frankfort and

Nashvill e are now overrun

Reserve

forces are form ng defensive |lines

up and down the east coast.

CLICK. Jen turns it off. Suddenly LOUD MJSI C cones through
the wall... the instrunental lead-in to a song.

Jen | ooks to the bedroom to Aaron sl eeping.



96.

JEN
(pi ssed)
C nom Toby.

She gets off the couch and heads to the door.
EXT. HALLWAY - JEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

She bangs on Toby's door. The MJUSIC |oud as hell: "W are
famly! | go all ny sisters wwth ne! W are famly! GCet
up everybody and sing!"

Toby answers in a wld disco outfit holding a bottle of w ne,
drunk as a skunk.

TOBY
(over the nusic)
Hey, Jen! R ghteous timng! Cone
onin, girl! Join the party!

Jen sees an ol d disco-attired couple passed out on the couch.

JEN
Toby, turn it dowmn will ya'! W
friend s still sleeping!

TOBY
VWhat the hell for, girl! It's the

goddam end of the worl d!

He spins away groovin' and takes a swig. Jen marches inside
and goes straight to the MP3 pl ayer.

"We are famly! | go all ny sisters with ne! W are famly!
Get up everybody and sing!"

Jen reaches to turn it off then suddenly stops and |istens.
Her wheels turning... a budding idea stirred by the song.

"We are famly! | go all ny sisters with ne! WE ARE FAMLY!

Suddenly Jen knows! She rushes out past Toby.

TOBY (CONT' D)
Hey, girl, where ya' goin'? Let's
put this party back on its feet!

CUT TO

Jen slipping on a jacket. G abbing her keys. Aaron waking.
Catching a glinpse of her going out the door.
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EXT. JEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Jen conmes up fromthe underground garage on her notorcycle.
Ready to enter traffic when Aaron energes fromthe buil ding.

AARON
Hey! Were the hell're ya' goin'?
It's total chaos out there!

JEN
To the White House. | have to see
t he President!
AARON
Not al one, you're not.
(hops on)
|"mstill your bodyguard. .
(checks his watch)
For anot her half hour.
Jen revs the bike and takes off.
EXT. STREETS - WASHI NGTON D. C. - DAY
Jen wi nds her way through a city in the grip of an evacuati on.
Peopl e loading cars. Looting. GCeneral panic in the streets.

She weaves through traffic. Finally turns onto PENNSYLVAN A
AVENUE, the White House coming into view.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE - DAY

Jen waits at the gate in a line of cars. SEES Marine One
| andi ng behind the White House.

JEN
She' s | eavi ng!

AARON
G on! GCet in there! Hurry!

Jen hops off the bike and sprints toward the guard house.
ON JEN
Runni ng, BREATHI NG HEAVI LY. .

SMASH CUT TO
OPENI NG SCENE W TH JEN

racing through the WHI TE HOUSE. Frenetic officials and staff
cl earing out desks, conputer files, etc.
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ANDERSON COOPER ON A TELEVI SI ON

In front of an F-14 Tontat | andi ng.

ANDERSON COCPER (V. Q)
...President Clenens is expected to
arrive here on the Nmtz within the
hour. Secretary of Defense Baird--

REPLAY JEN

Bursting into the OVAL OFFI CE. ..
Rushing with Senior Agent onto the SOUTH LAWA
President Clenens in MARINE ONE |istening to Senior Agent.

Looki ng back at Jen with a cold hard stare.

I NT. FOYER - SOUTH LAWN - WHI TE HOUSE - DAY

President O enens and Jen step inside, shutting out the
DEAFENI NG WHI RL of WMarine One.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
Al right, Dr. Jackson, you have
three mnutes. Three! Now what's
so vitally inportant?

JEN
| know now how to stop them | should
have seen it before... The solution

was right in front of our eyes the
whol e tine.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
VWhat sol ution?

JEN
These ants, they're not a famly,
they don't really bel ong together.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
"' mnot foll ow ng you.

JEN
Ants don't have any natural enem es..
except other ants. W can't destroy
them but we don't have to. Turn
t hem agai nst each other and they'l|
destroy thensel ves.

PRESI|I DENT CLEMENS
(a dawni ng)
Start an ant civil war?
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JEN
Yes, exactly. And | know just how
to do it.
CUT TO
JEN IN A LAB
Di ssecting a dog-size ant...
Filling a hypo with pheronones and holding it up to her eye.

JEN (V. O.) (CONT' D)
To understand this you first have to
know that ants communi cate by snell,
usi ng chem cal conpounds call ed
pher onones.

JEN IN THE WH TE HOUSE

Briefing President C enens and her cabi net.

JEN ( CONT' D)
And that's all that matters to an
ant: how you snell. |[If a centipede

snelled right an ant would sit down
to dinner with him Now for
generations...

DEEP | N AN ANT NEST

D fferent species of queens |aying eggs.

JEN (V. Q) (CONT' D)
...the different species of gueens
in this colony have been hel d together
by a unifying pheronone that they
acquire when they hatch; a common
snel |l that makes them part of the
colony. The queens create it,
maintain it and pass it on to the
workers who in turn pass it anong
t hensel ves.

One worker ant touches another. Who touches a third..

JEN I N THE BRI EFI NG

JEN ( CONT' D)
| f we neutralize that odor with
anot her conpound, |ike masking a bad

snmell with a match, then all hel
will break | oose.

President Cenens |istens to Jen, keenly interested.
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JEN ( CONT' D)
The gueens won't recogni ze each ot her
and they' Il sound the alarm emtting

ot her pheronones to nenbers of their
own species telling themto go on
the attack.

She turns to a free-standi ng display show ng pictures of
different species of ants within a diagram of a nest.

JEN ( CONT' D)
(follow ng the diagram
That should, |ike a dom no effect,

spread t hroughout the col ony and
turn all the different species against
each ot her.

A hum of excitenent percolates through the room

SECRETARY BAI RD
That's all well and good, Dr. Jackson,
but these queens are in nests deep
underground. How can we even reach
t hem wi t hout being killed?

Jen holds up a small vile of |iquid.

JEN
We cover the teamthat goes in and
all their equipnment wwth this - the
uni fyi ng pheronone of the col ony.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
And after all hell breaks | oose?
What happens to the teamthen? Wn't
the ants turn on themtoo?

JEN
Yes, Madam President, they nost
certainly will. This unifying
pheronone conmes fromthe origina
mut at ed col ony, the Form cas. To

themwe'll be famly nmenbers. But
to every other species in the nest
we'll be a threat.

PRESI DENT CLEMENS
We, Jen? Are you planning to go on
this m ssion yourself?

Jen smles mrthlessly.

JEN
VWho el se?
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The RHYTHM C WHI RL OF HELI COPTER ROTORS takes us to
A NI GHT SKY OVER WASHI NGTON

Where THREE MH- 47D CHI NOOKS in formation thunder past a
brightly Iit Capital Donme and Washi ngt on Monunent.

| NT. AFT SECTI ON - CHI NOOK #1 - N GHT
A bl ue Suburu WRX STi sits on the | oading ranp.

Aaron, Jen, Styx and Ranger #1 sit along side it in junp
seats. Conbat gear. Head sets. Night vision glasses. Al
but Jen arned with weapons, grenades, TOWm ssiles, etc.

Assai l ed by the constant WHHRL OF THE CHOPPER everyone sits
cocooned in their own thoughts, their own fears.

Aaron | ooks at Jen, a bead of sweat rolling down her cheek.

AARON
Hey. Stick close to nme. Al right?

Jen nods tersely. Titters nervously.

JEN
My heart's pounding like a drum

AARON
Not hi n' unusual about that.

Aaron tries to get her mnd on sonething el se.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Aar on- har dt .

JEN
What ?

AARON
My nicknane. Sonetines they call ne
Aaron-hardt. Like Earnhardt. Dale
Ear nhardt the race car driver.
(re: the STi)
| drive these on weekends. For fun.
Just thought you'd like to know.

JEN
CGee, thanks. Now I'Il sleep nights.

They exchange | ooks, Jen aware and appreciative of what Aaron
was trying to do. She |ooks at the blue STi.

JEN (CONT' D)
It's pretty... Fast?



AARON

Top speed one-fifty-five.

to outrun thenf

JEN
W'l see.

Jen | ooks at a portable spray canister beside the car.

Fast enough

nore froma need to say sonething than true concern.

JEN ( CONT' D)

Did everyone spray thensel ves down?

AARON

Yeah. And the car. Don't worry.

We got it covered.
Jen smles nervously at the pun.

STYX

Hey, Colonel. W aren't goin' where

are we?

t hey dropped the nukes,
AARON
No, not even cl ose.
STYX
Says who?
AARON
Arny Intelligence. This is a new
nest... mles away.
STYX

Yeah, right, and Agent Orange was

full of vitam ns.

A BUZZER SOUNDS and an overhead |ight TURNS RED

Aaron puts on a headset. Speaks into the mc.

AARON

Radi o check. Red Team White Team

do you read?

CHI NOOKS | N FORMATI ON

G NGER (V. 0.)

Copy that, Colonel...
I NT. CHI NOOK #2

G nger with Laxalt, Rangers #2 and #3, and a RED STi.

102.

Speaks

CUT TO
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G NGER
Red Team reads you | oud and cl ear.

I NT. CHI NOOK #3
RANCGER CAPTAIN with three nore rangers and a WH TE STi .

RANGER CAPTAI N
Wiite Team Read you five. Over

RESUME AARON

AARON
Al'l right everyone, nount up

Aaron gets into the driver's seat of the STi.
Jen up front beside him

Styx and Ranger #1 place two flanethrower-Iike sprayers and
sone rappelling gear in the trunk then get in the car.

EXT. PASTURE - NI GHT

The three Chinooks conme in low and fast. Fifty feet over a
grass field covered with G ANT ANTS.

A BI G YELLOW ANT rises up and wi ggl es her antennae at the
choppers. Cones down and noves off the other way.

The helicopters | and anong the ants.
I NT. HELI COPTER #1 - SAME

PI LOT and CO PILOT | ook out at ants all around them One
tickles the windshield with her antenna. Myves away.

Pl LOT
'l be dammed. Wiatever they sprayed
on us seens to work.

CO PI LOT
(not the sharpest
pencil in the box)

Probabl y Rai d.
EXT. PASTURE - NI GHT
The ranps of the three Chinooks |ower in unison. A nonment

of qui et expectation then, like bullets froma gun, THREE
SUBURU STI'S COVE FLYI NG DOMN THE RAMPS.
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I NT. BLUE STI - SAME

Aaron wi nds the car anong the disinterested ants. Meets a
wal | of black Form cas and brakes hard.

JEN
Go ahead, just keep goin'. Slowy.

Aaron eases the car through the gang of black ants. Their
frightful faces just inches fromthe w ndows.

STYX
Mornin' girls. Don't mnd us, just
passi ng t hrough.
G NGER
St eers cautiously.
Keeps her RED STi close to Aaron's bunper.

RANGER CAPTAI N

And his teambring up the rear in the WH TE STi .

The three cars clearing the cluster. Speeding up. Waving
bet ween a host of scattered ants.

Headl i ghts reaching into the night. Illumnating a tunnel
as wide as a tank at the base of a HILL.

| NT. BLUE STI
Jen peers out the w ndshield.
The entry to the nest getting closer and cl oser.

JEN
Once we're in, sl ow down, there wll
be sone vertical tunnels near the
entrance.

AARON
Vertical tunnels?

JEN
Hol es - tunnels that go down!

Aaron | ooks over at Jen and sml es.

Jen, nervous as hell, her eyes fixed on the cave entrance
i ke an i npendi ng doom

AARON
You all right?
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JEN
No. Ever since | was a girl [|'ve
been terribly claustrophobic.

AARON
Fine tine to tell ne.

I NT. ENTRANCE - NEST - N GHT

The STIs enter the nest and run smack into a group of Fire
ants headi ng out si de.

They conme up to the first car. Tap it with antennae and
clinb over it.

| NT. BLUE STI

Jen and Aaron | ook up at the underbelly of an ant. Bright
red in the beans of the lights.

They drive on. Headlights reaching into the dark.

The bl ack maw of the tunnel receding before them Suddenly
an ant appears in the beans. Comng out of a hole in the
tunnel floor.... Aaron brakes.

The ant clears the hole. Turns and runs off into the dark.

AARON
(i nto headset)
Al right, everyone, watch out. GCot
a hole right in front of us.

Aaron steps on it.

THE BLUE STl LURCHES FORWARD

Banks al ong the side of the tunnel. Two wheels on the wall.
The other two passing along a strip of earth between the
hol e and tunnel wall.

They cl ear the hol e and cone suddenly upon a SHARP | NCLI NE

The STIs speed downhill. Banking left and right. Avoiding
holes... and ants that appear suddenly out of the dark.

They round a turn and speed into a HUGE CHAMBER filled with
THOUSANDS OF ANTS. Several rushing the cars all at once.
Ant ennae tw t chi ng.

ON AARON DRI VI NG

AARON ( CONT' D)
Ch, shit!
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JEN

Easy! They won't do anything! Not
unl ess we hurt them

Styx is jarred by a Junper ant suddenly at his w ndow.
TAPPI NG at the glass with her thick mandi bles. The nonstrous
creatures craw ing over the cars |like any other ant.

Aaron cruises forward. Slowy.

G NGER

Ri ght behind him Driving anong the ants. Doing her best

to keep sight of Aaron. G ant insects noving in and out of
her hi gh-beans. (Qbstructing her view of the blue STi.

RANGER CAPTAI N

Stays close to G nger's bunper. Ants crawling on both cars.
JEN

Peers through a wi ndshield obstructed by ants. Suddenly
rolls dowmn her wi ndow. Aaron reaches over

AARON
What are you doin'! Shut that!

STYX
(over | appi ng)
Hey! What the hell!

JEN
| can't see a damm thing! Now just
take it easy. They won't hurt us.

A huge ant cones right up to Jen. She holds up her sleeve.
The ant feels her with its tube-like palp then turns away.

Jen hops up into the window. Peers around the dark chanber.
Monstrous ants right beside her.

THERE! In the distance... The beans flash on anot her tunnel.
Jen slips back into the car and rolls up her w ndow.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Al right, that way!
(poi nts)
There's a big tunnel |eading down.
It should take us to the nursery.

Aaron turns the wheel.
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THE THREE STI S

Move anong the ants, heading toward a spotlighted tunnel on
the far side of the chanber.

2ND TUNNEL

The STis crui se down the new WDER TUNNEL. Whatever cane
t hrough here was really big.

| NT. BLUE STI
Jen and Aaron on edge. Eyes wide. Nerves taut as tightropes.

Down, down they go through the dark, like a trek through a
haunt ed house. The SQUEALS of ants echoi ng around them

The horrific creatures suddenly appearing out of the dark.
Crossing into tunnels branching off at all angl es.

Aaron rounds a bend and Jen touches his arm

JEN
St op!

Up ahead a huge hole in the tunnel fl oor.

JEN (CONT' D)
Al right, here's where we get out.
That hole will lead to the nursery,

to the queens. See how big it is?
Aaron checks out the hole, it's a least twenty feet across.
AARON
(into his mc)
Ckay, heads up, everyone. W're
gettin' out.
SHOTS OF
Weapons cocked... Helnet |ights turned on.
Rappel | i ng gear and ropes unl oaded.
Attached to the bunper of the |ead STi.
JEN

Slips on a pheronpne sprayer that resenbles a fl anet hrower.
Squirts a blast of yellow liquid against the tunnel wall.
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STYX
(hand over his nose)
Ch, man! Wiat's in that? It snells
i ke hooker's breath!
Aaron shines a light into the giant hole.

A dimfloor visible in the spotlight below. A few ants
craw ing up and down the sides.

QUI CK SHOTS COF

The ranger teamin action: Rappelling ropes |owered. APA-3
vertical ascenders attached to the |ines.

Handhel d LED |ights turned on.
A grenade fixed to an RPG
Aaron, Laxalt and G nger strapping on sprayers.

AARON

In position to rappel into the hole. He |ooks over at Jen
ready on anot her rope.

AARON
Done this before?

JEN
Never .

Jen smles and drops out of sight. Rappels a third of the
way down in one go... Aaron follows.

| NT. QUEEN S LAIR - NEST - MOVENTS LATER
Nearly everyone gathered at the bottom of the hole.

ONLY RANGERS #1 and #2

Still up top, keeping watch on the cars.
AARON
Leads themall out of the tunnel. The beans of [ight from

t heir headl anps and LEDs shining into the...
QUEEN S LAI R

An enornmous cavern the size of a sports arena. Along the
walls ie G ANT QUEENS nearly eighty feet |ong:

A huge BLACK FORM CA off to their right.
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To their left... A BULLDOG QUEEN | ayi ng eggs.
Beyond her... a FIRE ANT QUEEN buried under workers.
Al'l around the chanber are different species of ants. Al
the queens amd piles of workers. Wo tend themand their
TRANSPARENT EGGS - glistening white ovals stacked nearly as
hi gh as the ceiling.

O her workers hoi st HATCHED PUPA over their heads and carry
them of f out tunnels on the far side of the chanber.

JEN
Looks around in quiet astonishnent. Aaron at her side.

AARON
It's a goddamm factory.

Suddenly a huge Eciton major cones over the | edge at their
feet. Antennae tw tching.

LAXALT
(raising his M4)
Look out!
JEN

Don't shoot! She just wants to snell.

The massive ant, her head as big as a washi ng nmachi ne, gets
the scent. Turns and goes back down the | edge.

Jen taps Aaron and points.
A FIRE ANT QUEEN lies a hundred yards to their left.

JEN ( CONT' D)
Take your group and spray that Fire
ant queen first. On your way back,
hit that one...
(points to a BULLDOG
QUEEN hal f as cl ose)
That's all.

She points the other way.

JEN ( CONT' D)
We'll get the Driver and Form ca.
AARON

What about the other queens?

JEN
It won't natter.
( MORE)
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JEN ( CONT' D)
| f we separate four queens fromthe
colony they' Il alert their workers.
Then all hell will break |oose. |
don't know how rmuch tinme you'll have,
but I wouldn't stroll.

Aaron | ooks at Jen nore personally. Points a finger.

AARON
Li sten, no heroics. Al right?
Just spray 'em and get the hell out.
And don't wait for ne.

JEN
(smles broadly)
That's what | was gonna' say.

She backs away. Turns and engages her group.
JEN ( CONT' D)
Al right, cone on, tine to paint
sone ants.
Jen | eads away Laxalt, Ranger Captain and Rangers #3 and #4.
G nger and Styx cone to Aaron's side.
G NGER
You know t hat woman woul d make a
pretty damn good sol dier

STYX
...And a helluva' fine wfe.

G nger and Styx grin at Aaron

AARON
Al right, cut the crap. Cone on.

Aaron | eads them and Rangers #5 and #6 off the other way.
JEN

And her group traverse a |l edge running along the cavern wall.
Avoi di ng passing ants... One stopping and sniffing with an
ant enna before noving on.

They pass the first queen - a huge FORM CA just bel ow t hem

Head toward the DRI VER QUEEN when a parade of ants suddenly
conmes speedi ng al ong the | edge.

Jen's group darts out of the way. The stream of ants rushing
by like a freight train.
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Jen shines her light after the passing parade.

Finds the head of the DRIVER QUEEN with the light. The
massi ve creature nowonly thirty feet away. So big her
mandi bl es reach up higher than the | edge.

JEN
(to Laxalt)
What do you think, close enough?

LAXALT
Absol utely.

JEN
(into her mc)
Aaron? You ready?

AARON

And his group in position on a shelf above the FI RE ANT QUEEN

AARON
Yeah, all set.

RESUVE JEN

Tappi ng Laxalt, raising her sprayer. Laxalt shoulders his M
4. Draws his sprayer. He and Jen facing the giant queens.

JEN
Al right, you big... ugly...
bitches... Here it cones.

Jen and Laxalt fire twin streans of yellow liquid...
Splattering the Driver queen.

AARON

And his group do the sanme. He and G nger squirting the Fire
ant queen. Styx and two rangers ready wth weapons.

JEN

Squirts the Driver queen's head with a last blast. Backs up
and | eads Laxalt, Ranger Captain and Rangers #3 and #4 away.

AARON AND G NGER

Coat the FIRE ANT QUEEN then turn and run.
JEN AND LAXALT

Wth their group tear along the |l edge. Cone to a halt over
the BIG FORM CA and hit her with the yell ow spray.
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All of a sudden the DRI VER QUEEN SQUEALS and emts a cloud
of fine mst: an al arm pheronone signaling her workers.

Every DRI VER ANT in the chanber springs into action. Suddenly
racing around wildly. Launching thenselves on passing ants.

Attacking Formcas... Bulldogs... and Fire ants. Any bug at
hand except their own species.

AARON S TEAM

Shoot s pheronones on the BULLDOG QUEEN

The FIRE ANT QUEEN rising in the distance. SQUEALING...
The whol e chanber resounding wth the SHRI EKS of the
endanger ed queens.

JEN

Surveys the mayhem .. Al across the chanber floor ants are
| at ching on to each other. Five nobbing one.

G ANT MAJORS battling one another on hind | egs..

FI RE ANTS stinging... BULLDOG ANTS tearing away |inbs...
Huge FORM CA' S spraying form c acid.

A wall-to-wall orgy of ranpaging ants across the queens' lair.

JEN
Looks at it all, exhilarated. She turns to her team
JEN ( CONT' D)
Al right, let's go! Get outta here!
She and her teamrun like hell. A massive DRI VER ANT com ng

after them Catching Ranger #4. Ripping him apart.

Laxalt spinning. FIRING... Blowing the ant to pieces
Ranger Captain and Ranger #3 at his side. FIR NG at ants.

Machi ne guns spitting lead. TRACERS lighting the place up
like the 4th of July.

Ranger Captain fires an RPG anong the ants... BOOM The
FI REBALL throws flames and ant parts across the chanber fl oor

Jen's team backs up. Runs... Merges with Aaron's group
entering the BIG TUNNEL. Aaron nearly stunbling over Jen.
He takes her arm Cracks a smle.

AARON
Think that'll do it?
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Jen | ooks back at the chaos, flush with excitenment.

JEN
Hel |, yeah!

They both turn and run.
CUT TGO
THE FINE M ST

Emtted by the DRIVER QUEEN filtering through the air.

Sweeping up on an air current into a tunnel. D spersing
over ants huddled in the dark.

JEN AND AARON

Reach the rappelling ropes. Ranger #6 already hal fway up
the hole. R ding upward on an APA-3 Powered Ascender. Ranger
Capt ai n hol ding the rope.

RANGER CAPTAI N

(to Jen)
Dr. Jackson! C non!

He hooks her to an ascender. Sends her up.
Jen rides up the side of the hole..

Rangers #1 and #2 up top shining a |light on Jen and Ranger
#6 ascendi ng on the other rope.

Suddenly a BULLDOG MAJOR bal | oons out of the dark behind the
two rangers. Snaps Ranger #1 in half with its jaws.

Grabs Ranger #2 in a tarsal. Lifts himin the air. Another
Bul | dog pops out of the shadows. Snatches the SCREAM NG nman
and di sappears into the dark.

AARCN, LAXALT AND STYX

At the base of the rappelling ropes, |ook up at Jen rising
into the dark. Suddenly the SQUEALI NG and THUDDI NG OF ANTS
conmes from behind them They turn and FIRE!...

Geet a wall of charging ants with a HAIL OF HOT LEAD

RANCER #6 REACHES THE TOP OF THE HOLE

Only to neet the BULLDOG MAJOR. SNAP!'! |t severs his head.
Hi s body falling past Jen...

She | ooks up. Headlanp hitting the BULLDOG MAJOR above her.
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Jen tries frantically to stop the ascender.

Rising closer to the ant... She funbles with the controls.
Finally hits a button and stops! Ten feet fromthe ant.

It comes over the edge after her.

And Jen attacks the controls. Tries to go dowmm. H TS THE
VWRONG BUTTON and noves upward. Closer to the ant!

Jen STOPS. REVERSES! The ant's jaw closing in... OPEN NG
WDE... BLAM-BLAM -BLAM. ..

G nger cones zoom ng up the other rope FIRI NG her M 4!
Bl ow ng the head off the Bulldog ant.

Its body falling. Like a tank...

BAM Right onto Ranger #4 |ooking up. Crushing him

G nger reaches the top. Open fires on the darkness beyond
the cars. DEATH SQUEALS com ng at her fromout of the
spot|ighted gl oom

Jen arrives. And G nger hel ps her up.

AARCN, STYX AND LAXALT

Hold off ants that pour into the tunnel, |aying dowmn a wall
of WTHERING FIRE!... Dropping the ants into piles.

The three nmen retreat, FIRING Turn and run to the ropes.
Ranger Captain and Ranger #5, his |ast nman, already ascendi ng.

AARON
(to Laxalt and Styx)
G o

Styx and Laxalt clinb freehand up the ropes. Aaron shooting
at the ants. Shoul dering his weapon and starting after them

CUT TO
THE BACK VWHEEL OF AN STI

Spinning in the dirt. Gaining purchase.
Wi pping the BLUE STi in a U-turn in the tunnel.
AARON DRI VI NG

G nger beside him Her M17 ainmed out the window. Jen in
back. Everyone breathless. Spent fromthe harrowi ng flight.
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I NT. BI G TUNNEL -

The BLUE STi sails through the tunnel. The other two vehicles
right on their tail

STYX AND LAXALT

In the RED STi. ..
RANGER CAPTAI N

In the WHI TE one, Ranger #5 beside him
Al'l three vehicles racing through the giant nest.

AARON

Driving, |aser-focused. Hands tight on the wheel. Suddenly
an ant appears in the headlights. G nger FIRES out the w ndow
and drops it.

Aar on whi ps around the body at top speed. SOARS OVER A HOLE
in the tunnel fl oor!

STYX - I N THE RED STI

Avoi ds the ant. Makes the junp!
RANGER CAPTAI N

Follows their lead... JUWPS... and SLAMS | NTO A HUGE ECI TON
MAJOR com ng up out of the hole. Car and ant crunched in
the collision.

The WHITE STi flips. Rolls. And BASHES into the tunnel
wal | .  Brought to a sudden halt in a huge cloud of dust.

Bl oody and dazed Ranger Captain | ooks over at Ranger #5,
dead agai nst the dash

Ranger Captain staggers fromthe car. Silhouetted in the
dust cloud, illumnated by light throwm fromthe headlights.

Massi ve shadows APPEAR in the cloud. POUNCE on the Captain.
H s SCREAM Takes us to..

THE SCREAM NG ENG NE

O an STi... SPEEDOMETER pegged at 130.
AARON DRI VI NG LI KE A MADVAN

Toward a ball of |ight at the end of the tunnel.
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EXT. PASTURE - MORNI NG

The BLUE STi cones flying out of the nest onto the grass
field. A red sky in the east, the dawn of another day.

Styx's STi right on his tail - energing onto a battlefield
where TEN THOUSAND ANTS are engaged in furious conbat.

| NT. BLUE STI - DAY
Aaron steers between the warring ants.
AARON
(i nto headset)
Chariot One! Chariot One! Cone in,
Chari ot!
EXT. SKIES AWAY FROM THE ANTS - DAY -
The three Chinooks in flight.
| NT. CHI NOOK #1
Pilot and co-pilot at the controls.
PI LOT
We read you | oud and cl ear, Col onel.
W're on our way. Repeat. On our
way!

THE THREE CHI NOOKS

Bank hard and fly in a tilt toward the extraction point.

| NT. BLUE STI - DAY

Aaron, G nger and Jen speed across the battlefield.

G nger firing out her w ndow at ants.

Suddenly BOOM ... they get hit from behind.

Tackl ed by a vicious FIRE ANT that has | eaped onto the car.

Stabbing with its stinger... Smashing the rear w ndow.
Shooting formc acid into the cab!

Aaron weaving the car... Fighting for control.
Jen pushing away the stinger... The acid spraying!
G nger turns to fire. Gets hit on the armw th acid.

She CRIES QUT. Drops her gun.
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LAXALT I N THE CAR BEHI ND

Shoots out his windowtrying to kill the FIRE ANT attached
to Aaron's car. Styx doing his best to stay on their tail.

AARON

Weaves the BLUE STi wildly. Tries to shake the ant off.
VWhich clings to the car. Raises its stinger..
SLAMS | T DOM an inch fromJen's |eg.

Jen plants herself flush to the door. The stinger
wi t hdr awi ng.

An opening! That Jen seizes. Jen grabs G nger's gun off
the floor. Flips onto her back and FIRES up at the ant!

Qutting the Fire ant that falls off the car.

THE CHI NOCKS

Com ng in... JUMPERS ATTACKI NG SMASH NG ONE HELI COPTER. . .
t hen suddenly BLASTED AWVAY IN M D-AIR by three F-15s joi ning
the fight. Protecting the Chinooks.

The two surviving choppers |and anong the ants. MACH NE
GUNNERS firing madly from open doorways at the insect horde.

THE BLUE AND RED STI S

Speed to the Chinooks. Nearly there. Wen a DRI VER ANT
MAJOR bul | dozes into the RED STi and knocks it flying.

AARON

Checks his mrror. SEES THE CRASH. ..

He spins to a stop before the first Chinook. |Its open ranp.
A gunner at the rear door WELD NG A MACH NE GUN

Aaron junps out. Cones around to G nger and gets her out of
the car, her left armseverely burned. Jen joins him

AARON
Take her! Get her inside!

Jen ushers G nger toward the ranp. Into the arnms of a crewnen
who runs down to greet them

BOOM BOOM Rocket blasts blow the hell out of ants.
The F-15s MAKE ANOTHER PASS... assisting the extraction.
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Aaron runs back toward the crashed RED STi. The DRI VER ANT
MAJOR atop the car... biting it with her mandi bl es.

LAXALT AND STYX

Trapped in the car. Wapons out of reach. The ferocious
ant ripping the roof to shreds. Exposing the sky.

Aaron charges wth his pistol - FIRING Doing no damage.
The ant attacks Laxalt with its tarsals... who kicks madly
with his feet until it catches his ankle and lifts himfrom
the car, SCREAM NG

Aaron runs up and junps on the ant's huge back FIRI NG his

pistol intoits head. BAM BAM... WTH NO EFFECT!
The ant sw ngs Laxalt around like a doll. Pulls himtoward
its nmouth... when AARON grabs an antenna, sw ngs down around

its neck and FI RES PO NT BLANK | NTO THE EYE - BAM BAM BAM
The ant drops |ike a stone.

Aaron goes to Laxalt. Frees himfromthe tarsals.

Styx crawling out of the denolished STi.

The ant battle raging around them .. the SQUEALS and SHRI EKS
acconpani ed by the ROAR COF F-15s soaring past overhead
BLASTI NG MACHI NE GUNS to provi de cover.

Aaron and Styx |lift Laxalt between them and run to a Chi nook.
The second chopper in the distance overwhel ned with ants.

It tries to take off but it's too heavy...
It CRASHES AND EXPLODES!
JEN TENDS TO G NGER

At the top of the ranp, bracketed by a machi ne gunner and
crewman FI RI NG AT ANTS.

AARON AND STYX

Race toward the | ast Chinook with Laxalt between them

SUDDENLY A MASSI VE BULLDOG QUEEN

Cones out of the tunnel behind them Hot on their tail.
CLCSI NG. . .

Machi ne Gunner spins his weapon toward the G ANT QUEEN.
Aims and shoots. CLICK-CLICKI Qut of ammp!
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A crewmen FIRES his M17. Wth no effect on the huge ant.
G NGER SEES THI S

Looks around the cabin... An M/2 LAWrocket on the far side.
G NGER
(to Jen, pointing)
G ve ne the rocket! Hurry!
Jen rushes to the rocket. Brings it to G nger.

AARCN, STYX AND LAXALT

Run desperately for the ranp... Al nost there... Wen Laxalt
stunbles. Drops to his knees.

Aaron | ooks back at the MASSI VE QUEEN cl osing in, her high-
pitched SQUEALI NG splitting his ears.

AARON
C nmon Larry, RUN

Laxalt, his ankle bleeding badly, gets to his feet. Hobbles
as fast as he can between Aaron and Styx.

The QUEEN ANT gai ning on them .. a HUNDRED FEET... EIGHTY..
G NGER
Tries to raise the rocket but can't with her burned arm

THE MASSI VE QUEEN

Cetting closer to the nen... FIFTY FEET... THI RTY..
JEN
Takes the Law rocket from G nger.

JEN
How do you work this!

AARCN, LAXALT AND STYX

Running for their lives... The giant queen closing fast...
TWENTY FEET!... TEN

She's right over them.. Her long jaws reachi ng, when..
WAH- BOOM ! The BULLDOG QUEEN S head gets bl own sky hi gh.

JEN

Wth G nger, holds the LAWrocket. A wi sp of gray snoke
spiraling out the back
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Aaron, Styx and Laxalt stagger up the ranp into the cabin.
Chi nook crewren hel pi ng them i nside.

Jen drops the rocket, helps Aaron with Laxalt. A crewran
smacks a button... the ranp door cl oses.

AND THE LAST CHI NOCK

Takes to the air...

F-15s FIRING at ants to provide cover. Escorting the chopper
across the plain. Leaving behind a | andscape littered with
BATTLI NG ANTS. A CVIL WAR anong the col ony wel |l begun.

| NT. LI NCOLN MEMORI AL - DAY

The grave majestic face of Lincoln's statue.

Jen gazing up at it wth reverence in her eyes. She wanders
t hrough a crowd. Pauses and | ooks at a plaque on the wall.

LI NCOLN S SECOND | NAUGURAL ADDRESS

Wrds in the | ast paragraph:

"Wth malice towards none, with charity for all..."
JEN

Breaks off reading. Scans the crowd.

A diverse group of Anericans and foreign tourists: black,
white, brown, Asian... a healthy slice of humanity.

A pretty teenager with a Star of David around her neck.

An ol d woman adorned with an hijab... An Hi spanic priest.

A young bl ack couple with a baby, etc.

Jen resunes reading...

CLOSE on the | ast phrase... "to do all which may achi eve and
cherish a just and | asting peace anpong ourselves and with
all nations.”

Jen reflects on the w sdom of the words.

CUT TO
A HUGE ANT - | N FOCUS

Background BLURRED. SHI FT PERSPECTIVE to reveal it as a
normal ant crawling over a red and white checkered tabl ecl ot h.
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A picnic in the PARK in sight of the nenorial. A group of
famlies and friends enjoying a warm sumrer day.

MJUSI C. Barbecue. Children at play.

Styx on a blanket with a pretty East |ndian wonman |ying at
hi s side, |aughing.

Laxalt and his new boyfriend - one cooking, one coaching.

A very PREGNANT G NGER chatting with a group of wonen at a
table. Her forearm scarred, but healed fromthe burns.

Aaron sitting against a tree nursing a beer. Watching
soneone... Jen com ng across the grass.

She arrives and stands over him

JEN
Hi , handsone. M ss me?

Aaron hol ds out his hand.

AARON
Come here.

Jen sits down with her head resting agai nst Aaron's chest.

AARON ( CONT' D)
| was wat ching you wal k over here
froma long way off. And you know
what | said?

JEN
Nope. Not a cl ue.

AARON
| said, that woman woul d nmake a pretty
dam good soldier. ..

JEN
Ch, yeah?

AARON
And a helluva' fine wfe.

The breezy nonment turns deeply romantic. Jen turns and | ooks
at Aaron caught conpletely off guard. |In the next nonment
Jen's answer cones through her eyes. She kisses him deeply.

STYX (0. S.)
Hey, everybody!

Jen and Aaron turn to Styx standi ng anong the group.
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STYX ( CONT' D)
Come on! Get over here! [t's tinme
to play!

Aaron stands and offers his hand to Jen.

AARON

Shal | we?
JEN

| told you, soldier, | never dance.
AARON

Yeah, | know... but things change.

Jen cones to her feet.

MOVENTS LATER

Everyone in position for nusical chairs: Jen and Aaron.
Laxalt and his boyfriend. Gnger, Styx and his girlfriend.

STYX
Al right, everyone set? GCet ready.

Soneone turns on an MP3 player and Sister Sledge's hit disco
song starts to play... "W are famly! | got all ny sisters
with ne. W are famly!

Everyone circles the chairs... dancing, |aughing, having a
good ti ne.

The MJUSI C STOPS and they all scranble for a chair. The
LAUGHTER t aken to another level. One guy odd nman out.

The MUSIC starts up again and everyone really gets into it.
PULL BACK AND AWAY... | eaving everyone playing to the nusic.

"W are famly! | got all ny sisters with ne. W are fam|ly!
CGet up everybody and sing! WE ARE FAM LY! "

THE END
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